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STRONG SENTIMENT IN FAVOR OF REDUC- 
ING THE TAX ON ALCOHOL. 


HE movement for the reduction of the internal rev- 
T enue tax on alcohol, in which the drug trade gen- 
erally is interested to a greater or less extent, is being 
systematically carried on by the representatives of the 
manufacturers using alcohol in their industries. Petitions 
asking for the enactment of the Joy Bill (H. R. 178), 
which provides for the reduction of the tax on alcohol to 
70 cents a proof gallon, are being sent to the Committee 
on Ways and Means from all sections of the country, and 
it is believed that, as a result of this widespread demand 
for a lower tax rate in the interest of the alcohol using 
industries, there is an excellent prospect of the enactment 
of a tax reduction measure at the present session of 
Congress. 

Among those working for tax reduction are the man- 
ufacturers of photographic materials, tobacco, smokeless 
powder, chemicals, varnish, flavoring extracts and vari- 
ous other articles of general consumption. It is urged 
by these interests that the present heavy tax of $1.10 a 
proof gallon, equal to about $2.08 a gallon of grain 
alcohol, has been a heavy burden on their industries, and 
that a reduction in the tax rate to 70 cents a proof gallon 
would cheapen the cost of their products to the public and 
increase their trade. 

The petitions from the retail druggists of the coun- 
try, of which mention was made in the AMERICAN DRuG- 
Gist for November 10, page 316, are still being sent in, 
and the replies to the letters received from their Repre- 
sentatives indicate a strong sentiment in Congress favor- 
able to tax reduction. 





THE REDUCTION IN FIRE INSURANCE RATES. 


HE action of the fire insurance companies in reducing 
the general insurance rate on retail drug stores in 
this city is the source of much rejoicing in the trade gen- 
erally. It speaks well both for the druggists and for the 
insurance interests; the former, because they evidently 
presented their case in a most forceful and thorough 
manner ; the latter, because they were quick to remedy an 
injustice when once convinced they were wrong. It is a 
mistake, however, to expect that all druggists will get 
the advantage of the reduced rate. The great majority 
no doubt will, but a great deal depends on whether a 
store is favorably situated or not; in other words, some 
stores may be more hazardous than others owing to their 
surroundings, etc., and the owners of these must natural- 
ly expect a somewhat higher rating than others whose 
risk is not so large. ; 
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THE CARNEGIE INSTITUTION. 

HEN the foundation of the Carnegie Institution 
W was first announced attention was directed in 
these columns to the great desirability of making an ef- 
fort to interest the trustees of that institution in the 
furtherance of pharmaceutical research. In an article 
which appeared in our issue for January 13 it was urged 
that the leaders in pharmacy should take some action to 
bring the claims of pharmacy before the trustees of the 
Institution. Nothing was done, however, until the semi- 
centennial meeting of the American Pharmaceutical Asso- 
ciation at Philadelphia, when the subject was brought up 
anew by F. C. Henry, of Washington, who stated that 
the National College of Pharmacy had had some cor- 
respondence with the authorities of the Institution con- 
cerning this topic. A committee was thereupon appointed 
to draft resolutions, which were adopted by the American 
Pharmaceutical Association. These resolutions urged 
upon the trustees of the Institution the desirability of 
establishing a Committee on Pharmaceutical Research 
and of appropriating funds for carrying on research in 
this field. In pursuance of these resolutions a committee 
of twenty-five was appointed by the president of the As- 
sociation to lay the matter before the Board of Trustees 
of the Institution. 

_ A memorial was prepared by this committee and sub- 
mitted with the resolutions to the Board of Trustees, but 
we regret to announce that the Executive Committee of 
the Board of Trustees, after considering the memorial, 
decided that it was not expedient at this time to establish 
an Advisory Committee on Pharmaceutical Research. 
While no reason was assigned for this decision on the 
part of the trustees, its adoption? at this particular junc- 
ture was not an occasion for surprise to those who had 
kept themselves informed regarding the work and plans 
of the trustees. In the interesting symposium upon the 
possibilities of the Institution which has appeared in the 
columns of the periodical Science, the organ of the Amer- 
ican Association for the Advancement of Science, there 
has been a general tendency on the part of the writers, 
the majority of whom are men eminent in science, to 
recommend that the efforts and means of the Institution 
should be devoted to the advancement of pure science 
rather than of applied science. This view, if adopted by 
the trustees of the Institution, would, of course, exclude 
pharmacy in the ordinary acceptation of that term, 
though there is much pharmaceutical research which is 
entitled to rank as pure science in so far as any immediate 
practical results are concerned. Moreover, the trustees 
have decided to exclude medicine from consideration on 
the ground that this is already provided for by the Rocke- 
feller Research Fellowships and other similar founda- 
tions. It is quite possible that the Board of Trustees look 
upon pharmacy as merely a department of medicine 
which is necessarily excluded inasmuch as medicine as a 
whole is excluded from consideration. If the exclusion 
is upon these grounds, we have little reason to hope for 
any future assistance from the Institution, and some rea- 
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son to feel aggrieved that what is meant by pharma- 
ceutical research is so misapprehended by the trustees. 

Notwithstanding this adverse decision we are by no 
means inclined to give up hope that the trustees may 
eventually come to realize that there is no field of re- 
search in which there is greater need for, or which prom- 
ises richer returns from, financial assistance than that of 
pharmaceutical research. 


NEW YORK AND THE N. A. R. D. 


HE action taken by the Kings County Pharmaceutical 
Society at the December meeting with reference to 
that organization’s future relation with the N. A. R. D., 
and which is reported in other columns, will naturally at- 
tract widespread attention among retail druggists. There 
is great danger, however, of that action being misunder- 
stood, especially in view of the interpretation placed upon 
it in some quarters, notably by our contemporary, the 
Pharmaceutical Era, in its issue for December 18. The 
Era states that William C. Anderson “ succeeded, almost 
alone and against great odds, in preventing the formal 
and absolute withdrawal of this influential society from 
the great commercial association of American druggists.” 
Our contemporary then proceeds to congratulate Mr. 
Anderson, and concludes its editorial paragraph by as- 
serting that “it now seems quite probable that the vic- 
tory of last week will be a permanent one, for all the 
obstacles which seemed to prevent an active co-operation 
between New York druggists and the N. A. R. D. have 
been cleared away.” 

The AMERICAN Druccist would be among the last to 
lessen 6r attempt to take away any of the credit that be- 
longs and is justly due to Mr. Anderson for his long and 
faithful service to the N. A. R. D. movement; but, in the 
interest of the retail drug trade generally, and of the 
national body, we are constrained to join issue with our 
esteemed contemporary as to the real significance of the 
Kings County Society’s action. There may be some 
doubt, in view of the ambiguous wording of the resolu- 
tion, as to whether or not the society will be liable for 
past dues in the event of future reaffiliation; but there is 
not the slightest doubt in our minds that the Kings Coun- 
ty Pharmaceutical Society, as an organization, has abso- 
lutely severed its formal connection with the N. A. R. D. 
By announcing its inability to pay the increased dues, and 
its failure to pay, the society will not comply with one 
of the fundamental requirements of the National Asso- 
ciation. After the first of the year Kings County will 
not be entitled, formally, to any voice in N. A. R. D. 
affairs, however much its individual members may be 
disposed to support the national organization, and even 
Mr. Anderson’s magnanimous and commendable offer 
to be responsible for any past dues will not affect the 
actual status of the society. An organization cannot be 
in and out of the N. A. R. D. at the same time. It must 
be one or the other. To contend that the society can re- 
tain its connection and meanwhile not pay any dues would 
establish a precedent which other local associations would 
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undoubtedly follow, and if they did, what would become 
of the N. A. R. D.? 

As to there being rio obstacles now to prevent an act- 
ive co-operation between New York druggists and the 
N. A. R. D., we should be glad also to take this sanguine 
view if the situation here warranted it; but we believe it 
is too early to make such a bold assertion. 

While «these comments are made with the kindliest 
feeling toward all concerned, we are inclined to accept 
the following statement made by a prominent member of 
the Society to a reporter for the AMERICAN DruccIstT as 
conclusive: “ We have severed our affiliation with the N. 
A. R. D.; we put flowers on the grave and expressed our 
deep regret over the inevitable; but the cold fact remains, 
we are out.” 





AGAIN, THE ACCOMMODATING PHARMACIST. 


te is sometimes inclined to question the wisdom of 

the policy of making the pharmacy a place of 
universal accommodation. This subject was discussed 
with a certain degree of that acrimony which is indicative 
of disagreeable personal experience at a recent meeting 
of the Connecticut Pharmaceutical Association, and some 
years ago William Bodemann, the veteran pharmacist of 
Chicago, painted a lively though not altogether happy 
picture of the results of this policy when carried to its 
logical conclusion. We do not think, however, that in 
the liveliest flights of fancy one could have conceived 
of a more ludicrous and unexpected form of service than 
that which a well known New York pharmacist was re- 
cently called upon to perform for an occasional customer. 
In this case the pharmacist was asked to send his errand 
hoy to the office of the Board of Health and “have a 
search made as to the exact date on which I was born; 
pay the fee, and as soon as you get the particulars send 
them to me by car with your boy, and charge it.” This 
request came by telephone, and neither the names of the 
parents nor the approximate date of birth were given. 
After considerable trouble, much delay, and two tele- 
phone messages, the desired information was secured 
and the results telephoned to the lady. The expenditures 
involved were charged and in 60 or go days the amount 
may be collected—provided that the customer does not 
happen to be offended in the meanwhile by a display of 
a lack of an accommodating spirit on the part of the 
druggist. 

It might be of interest to collate some of the novel 
experiences of our readers in respect to the lengths to 
which they are expected to go to accommodate customers, 
and we should like to be favored with details of any 
particularly flagrant piece of imposition of this char- 
acter, since it is possible that by agitation the public 
might be awakened to the fact that they are expecting too 
much of the long suffering, hard working and poorly 
remunerated corner druggist. 








What means should be taken to advertise, build up and conduct a 
department of uranalysis in the drug store? Answers to this question 
in} the? form!’of§essays are invited from Subscribers to the American 
Druggist. Whoever submits the most satisfactory answer before Feb- 
ruary 20, 1903, will receive a prize of $10. 
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JELLIES—ANIMAL AND VEGETABLE. 


By WILLIAM E. S. FALEs, 


formerly of the United States and French Consular Service. 


N the drift rather than the progress of medical science, 
the mucilages and jellies, both animal and vegetable, 
have fallen in the background and play but a small part 
in the American materia medica. Calf’s foot jelly is a 
dainty when it was once a standard remedy, while gum 
arabic and elm are almost never used by the present gen- 
eration of practitioners. Conditions are very different 
in other countries, nearly every one of which lays much 
stress upon the medicinal or nutritive value of these col- 
loid substances. In the West Indies, Mexico, Central 
America and in many parts of Latin Europe, the four or 
five species of okra are used for making mucilages. They 
are chopped fine, parboiled, strained, the liquid skimmed 
and then boiled down to a syrup consistency. In this 
form okra is mildly aperient as well as demulcent. By 
boiling down still further a cellular change apparently re- 
sults, which renders the mucilage comparatively astring- 
ent. Oddly enough, the same method is found upon the 
west coast of Africa, in Guinea, and it is asserted by New 
Orleans physicians that the Creoles acquired the practice 
from the Voodou doctors. 

In Northern Africa and Arabia both figs and dates 
are first dried in an oven and then toasted until the out- 
side is somewhat carbonized. They are then cut up fine- 
ly, boiled and strained, and the liquor evaporated down 
to a dark brown syrup, suggesting a thin jelly colored 
with caramel. This mucilage is used in cases of indiges- 
tion, flatulency and diarrhoeal complaints. 

Probably the most beautiful of all the vegetable mu- 
cilages is the agar-agar of Japan, Korea and Northern 
China. It is made from at least ten kinds of seaweed, 
some of which are similar to New England dulse and 
others to Irish carrageen. The weeds are bruised with a 
pestle, chopped and boiled a couple of hours. The fluid 
is strained off, skimmed and boiled down almost to the 
point of gelatinization. It is then run into flat, shallow 
pans and dried, when it forms a colorless, transparent 
body looking very much like prepared isinglass. This is 


cut into thin strips scarcely wider than matches, and is . 


sold all over the Far East. When dissolved in hot wa- 
ter it makes a very palatable jelly with a slight saline 
flavor. The Orientals appreciate its digestibility, and give 
it to children, invalids and old people. Its use in bac- 
teriological work is, of course, well known. Some varie- 
ties contain a minute quantity of iodine and of lime. 

From a physiological standpoint, both the okra mu- 
cilage and the Japanese agar-agar are superior to gum 
arabic or slippery elm. They have a higher food value, 
and are more grateful to an irritated and inflamed stom- 
ach or intestine. 

Of the animal jellies, there are many which corre- 
spond more or less to calf’s foot jelly. One of these is 
the fish jelly of Scandinavia, which is made from fish 
cartilage, and corresponds to the old-fashioned isinglass. 
The second is a shark’s fin jelly of China and the Philip- 
pines. A third is the chicken’s foot jelly of Persia and 
Armenia, and a fourth the duck’s foot jelly of India, 
Burmah and China. All of these preparations are based 
upon the fact that the cartilage of fishes and of birds’ 
feet is a dense gelatine which by proper treatment can be 
dissolved, separated from the surrounding tissues and 
thereafter boiled down to a jelly, and by still further boil- 
ing to a soft or hard glue. 

The fish jellies are like agar-agar in containing 
iodine, but are unlike it in having a more complex or he- 
terogeneous composition. When kept in tight vessels it 
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may be preserved indefinitely ; but when left exposed it 
breaks down and is decomposed into various compounds, 
some of which are as malodorous as cod-liver oil. It may 
be a mere coincidence, but in the lands where the fish jel- 
lies are made, they are used as medicinal foods in cases 
of anemia, pulmonary troubles and wasting diseases. 
They seem to possess the same heating and fat-building 
power as cod-liver oil, but are an improvement upon the 
latter in both flavor and odor. Advocates of cod-liver oil 
might turn their attention to these fish jellies with consid- 
erable benefit. 

An odd jelly is made in Foochow, China, from the 
carapace of the soft shell turtle. This curious reptile ap- 
pears to be the connecting link between the normal turtle 
and its lizard ancestor. The shell is clearly a develop- 
ment of the epidermal surface, and is as soft and flexible 
as the covering of the soft shell crab or the * rubber 
shell’ lobster. The shell is removed, cleaned, scraped 
both inside and out, and parboiled for a long time with 
spices. Nearly all of # finally dissolves, and the few re- 
maining tissues, which seem to be centers and radii of in- 
duration, are strained off. The fluid is treated as in the 
other cases mentioned and produces a grayish-brown jelly, 
whose flavor is that of the spices employed in the prep- 
aration, and whose nutritiousness is said by European 
physicians to be equal to that of Liebig’s extract. 

Armenia, Persia and Northern India make a much 
larger use of fruit jellies than does the Occident. When 
they prepare these for medicinal use they clarify the jelly- 
containing fluid with lime water or burnt shells. One re- 
sult of this operation is to give the jelly a slightly alkaline 
reaction. Another is to neutralize the fruit acids, and a 
third is to modify the flavor. The medicinal jelly thus 
produced is pleasant, neutral to the palate, and very grate- 
ful to the patient. Little sugar is employed, so that there 
is no chance of fermentation during assimilation. The 
loss of popularity of fruit jellies in the West is undoubt- 
edly due to the fermentation of their saccharine constit- 
uents. The Persian method obviates this difficulty, and 
gives a fruit jelly that is acceptable to both tongue and 
stomach. 





An Emulsion Formula. 


Emulsions of cod-liver oil are more popular than ever, 
and the choice of emulsants—tragacanth, acacia, Irish 
moss, volk of egg, and pancreas—allows.the pharmacist 
considerable choice in making the preparation. On a 
large scale machinery is employed in manufacturing the 
emulsion, white, inseparable products being obtained. A 
good article can, however, be turned out if the following 
recipe, for which no novelty is claimed, is employed: 


Pe Mt < bo inwsea sso se betscbhest sae ease savaente 
Yolk of one egg. 

Seen NUR UNLAD, b's acid ccale eich mba we aca er. x 
i rn: CCC inks kkwcn esse ekes sbeeae eee 
Simple tincture of benzoin......................MXxIv 
Ne EIN 2% bas caw sebeain'e cess eas ovo een 
Pe css cobs see SAnees ees aba edOR Se beeee Mxij 
ee a ee Rr << | 


Measure 4 ounces of the distilled water, place the traga.- 
eanth in a dry mortar and triturate with a little of the cod-liver 
oil; then add the yolk of egg and stir briskly, adding water 
as the mixture thickens. When of a suitable consistence add 
the remainder of the oil and water alternately, with constant 
stirring. avoiding frothing. Transfer to a pint bottle, add the 
elixir of saccharin, tincture of benzoin, spirit of chloroform 
and oils, previously mixed; shake well and add distilled water 
if necessary to make 12 ounces. 


Extract of malt cannot be profitably made on a smal} 
scale, but can now be had of excellent quality, in bulk or 
conveniently put up in bottles —Chemist and Druggist’s 
Diary. 
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TEN AND TWENTY-FIVE CENT GOODS. 


By J. T. PEPPER, 
Woodstock, Ont. 


N° doubt but what with most druggists the making of 

profits is the object of doing business, but the great 
question is, do we all do it wisely and well? Although 
profits as a rule are good in the drug business, is it not 
possible that they might be considerably increased? 

It is to be regretted that there is a tendency among 
some druggists to see how cheap they can sell goods. 
They try to quietly sell some things at a figure just a lit- 
tle under that named by their neighbor. They fail to 
recognize their neighboring druggists as their best friends. 
If, say, the druggists of a community are selling seidlitz 
powders in small lots at the rate of 5 cents each or three 
for 10 cents, one of their number resolves quietly to him- 
self to sell seidlitz powders at the rate of two for 5 cents 
or four for 10 cents, and soon some people find it out and 
change their place of buying seidlitz powders, the one 
druggist does a little more business for a little while, but 
soon the other druggists are made aware of what is go- 
ing on, they find their sales of seidlitz powders growing 
less, and accordingly they lower their price to meet the 
changed conditions, and soon the business evens up again, 
and the druggist who changed his price first has gained 
very little, perhaps nothing, and they all lose some of their 
profits—just a little, not much—but the total would make 
a few dollars at the end of the year. The people gain, but 
so little that they do not notice it and do not appreciate it. 
All this is a grievous mistake, but the druggists have no 
one to blame but themselves. The saddest thought about 
the whole matter is that “it might not have been.” 


SELLING IO-CENT GOODS INSTEAD OF 25-CENT GOODS. 


This tendency to sell goods at cut prices has led some 
druggists to put up a 10-cent com cure, or a 15-cent one, 
and sell it in place of the regular 25-cent package, which 
is a regular standard advertised price for a corn cure. Of 
course, where a manufacturer puts a 10 or 15 cent corn 
cure on the market, and creates a demand for it by adver- 
tising, and the druggist puts it in stock, then he should 
supply it to his customers when asked for. This is an en- 
tirely different matter. In such cases the druggist cannot 
help himself, and is the victim of circumstances. But 
when the druggist puts up a 10 or 15 cent corn cure and 
advertises it and pushes its sale, | think, to put it mildly, 
that he is either working for glory, his health, or the good 
of humanity in general, rather than for profits. It does 
make a great difference to the profits, for the corn cure is 
not the only preparation on which this lessening of profits 
is accomplished. There are many others in the drug busi- 
ness. Packages of pills are put up by druggists and sold 
at 15 cents a box, or two for 25 cents. Ointments of va- 
rious kinds and for different purposes are treated in a sim- 
ilar manner. This is all wrong, and druggists should 
make an effort to keep up the standard price of all such ar- 
ticles. It is easy to do so, because the large bulk of the 
advertising for all such preparations has made a standard 
price of 25 cents for most of them, and the difference in 
the profit should be sufficient inducement to cause the 
druggist to help maintain the standard generally adver- 
tised price of these small preparations. If a druggist sells 
a package of any 10-cent preparation of his own manu- 
facture his profit cannot possibly be more than 6 or 7 
cents; while if the preparation is an advertised one his 
profit is still less, not more than 3 or 4 cents. Ifa 25-certt 
article had been sold the profit accruing from the sale 
would amount to more than the total cash receipt for the 
1o-cent article. If the 25-cent article sold is the drug- 
gist’s own preparation his profit would be from 15 to 20 




















AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND 


cents. If it is an advertised article that is sold for 25 
cents his profit would still amount to as much or more 
than the total cash sale of the 10-cent article—namely, 8 
to 12 cents. Most business men would think this addi- 
tional profit a sufficient inducement to the druggist to en- 
courage him to make an effort to urge people to buy the 
25-cent article instead of the 10-cent one. 


PRICES SHOULD BE MAINTAINED. 


Druggists should not introduce nor help to introduce 
articles which are intended to take the place of higher 
priced articles of the same class, for by doing so they 
cheapen the drug business and lessen their own profits. It 
is necessary, in order to succeed in the drug business, to 
maintain prices and secure reasonable profits. Druggists 
should encourage the people to buy the 25-cent articles 
instead of similar articles sold at 10 and 15 cents. What 
is said here applies equally as well to 50 cent and $1 prep- 
arations. Medicinal preparations seem to resolve them- 
selves into three scales of prices—namely, 25 and 50 
cent and $1. You will see the druggist who sells 
a 15-cent preparation where he might as well sell a 25- 
cent one, selling a 35-cent one where he might as well sell 
a 50-cent one, and he would also sel! a 75-cent one where 
he could just as well sell a $1 one. The little price reduc- 
tion craze he applies to everything he sells. Why does he 
do it? It is hard to tell. Perhaps he cannot tell himself. 
The only object I can see is that he thinks people will buy 
more of an article at 35 cents than they would at 50 cents. 
I think that is false reasoning, for people do not buy any 
more medicine than they want, neither do they buy it be- 
cause it is cheap. His real object most likely is to sell sim- 
ilar preparations a little lower than his neighbors, and 
thereby secure a larger number of customers, but I do not 
think that this argument succeeds, for, as I have said be- 
fore, the people do not want cheap medicine, they want 
good medicine. Quality is what counts with them when 
they are in need of medicine. 

When a druggist sells a package of medicine for 35 
cents that he might as well sell for 50 cents he certainly 
makes soine profit, but he loses the difference between 35 
and 50 cents, which would be profit also, and a good 
profit, too. It takes just as much time to make the one 
sale as the other; it takes just as much paper to wrap it 
up; it takes just as much twine to tie it up, and it may take 
just as much talk and persuasion to effect the sale in one 
case as in the other, and the result in the one case is 35 
cents in the cash register, while in the other case it is 50 
cents. Surely the one druggist makes 15 cents more 
than the other one, for this 15 cents is all profit. 

When away on a holiday trip recently I noticed in a 
daily paper an advertisement of a retail druggist concern- 
ing a compound syrup of the hypophosphites of his own 
manufacture. The advertisement was a good one, but he 
offered it for sale in three sizes of bottles, 25 cents, 50 
cents and $1 each respectively. It does not pay to sell a 
bottle of hypophosphites for less than $1. Several rea- 
sons might be advanced for this statement. Hypophos- 
phites as a medicinal tonic is one of the best, but it is slow 
in producing results. Ifthe peoplebuy a small bottle, say 25 
or 50 cents, and take the medicine and feel no better, they 
will most likely condemn it and will take no more, but 
rather they will say that they took a bottle of Blank’s 
hypophosphites, and that it did them no good. But if 
they had obtained a large bottle for $1 good results would 
have been almost sure to follow from taking the larger 
quantity, they would praise the medicine and recommend 
it to others. More profit is made by the dollar sale, and in 
nearly every case a pleased customer as well. The small 
sale of a 25 or 50 cent bottle of hypophosphites will re- 
quire as much time and persuasive talk as the $1 sale 
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with not nearly so much profit as the $1 sale, and if it 
does not please the customer may result disastrously to 
the druggist selling it by sending the customer to another 
drug store. 

By avoiding the lessening of many small prices in 
every day drug selling, such as I have mentioned and 
many others as well, profits may be made. It is the small 
profits in the drug business that must be cultivated in or- 
der to make the grand total profit of dollars. 

The making of profits requires constant attention on 
the part of the druggist when he is arranging the selling 
prices of his goods. 





The Home Manufacture of Chemicals.’ 
By A. E. MIEDING, 
Milwaukee. Wis. 


PON consideration of the subject one will find that the larg- 

U est number of the chemicals of the U. S. Pharmacopeeia 

can be prepared in a small way at a smaller cost than they 

can be bought in the market in less than quantity lots. To enu- 

merate these chemicals would be tedious and of no great im- 

portance, wherefore I shall only mention a few to give the 
impetus. 

The largest expense will be found in the application of 
heat which is necessary in most processes. The necessary 
apparatus is to be found in most drug stores. 

Aside from the expense connected with the preparation of 
chemicals, the educational value is of the greatest importance 
to the clerk and apprentice, perfecting them in the processes 
of manipulation, requiring thoroughness, cleanliness and ex- 
actness; not to mention the satisfaction brought forth by the 
results upon applying the Pharmacopeeial tests and finding that 
they respond as required. 

By adaptation to circumstances the heat available in the 
store could be utilized, as, for instance, where a store is heated 
with a hot air furnace the register would answer for such 
processes as evaporation, solution, granulation, desiccation, 
ete. A steam or hot water radiator might be made to answer 
the same purpose. In connection with these a drying closet 
ean be improvised, by thoroughly cleaning a packing case or 
box, providing it with a hinged door, and perforating it at the 
bottom and sides with %-inch holes. This closet may be 
placed directly over the register for drying crystals and pre- 
cipitates. The holes may be covered with pieces of gauze to 
prevent dust from getting into the closet. 

Seale salts of bismuth and iron may be formed in a closet 
of this kind by spreading the respective solutions on glass 
plates which fit into the box, resting one over the other by 
means of corks at the corners. The scale salts are prepared 
according to the directions of the Pharmacopeeia and the solu- 
tion spread on the plates by means of a flat brush. 

Natural benzoic acid may be obtained by placing some gum 
benzoin in a clean tin dish, closing the top with a piece of 
filtering paper, pierced with a pin to allow the escape of steam 
or gases upon the application of heat, when the benzoic acid 
will vaporize and sublime on the paper and be scraped from 
this with a spatula. 

Diluted hydrocyanic acid can be prepared by dissolving pure 
potassium cyanide 1.5 in dilute alcohol 31.0 and adding tartaric 
acid 3.5, shaking vigorously, allowing the precipitate to settle 
for one hour. After this time it is filtered through glass wool 
in a covered funnel. The diluted hydrocyanic acid should be 
kept in 1 drachm bottles in a cool, dark place. A once opened 
bottle should never afterward be used. 

The preparation of iodoform always gives a great deal of 
satisfaction when made by Filhol’s process. This should be 
made in a fume chamber to carry off the odor of the chlorine 
gas and the iodoform. A fume chamber can be readily made 
from a packing box by fitting a small stove pipe into the top 
of the box and connecting it with the chimney. This will be 
found very serviceable for carrying off the obnoxious fumes 
and odors developed in making a number of preparations. 

By following the processes of the Pharmacopoeia and the 
Dispensatories a great many chemicals can be made econom- 
ically and advantageously, widening the field sufficiently to 
encourage the employees for further utilization of the ca- 
pacities on hand, besides rendering dull times and rainy days 
shorter and more pleasant. 





1 Read at the annual meeting of the Wisconsin Pharmaceutical As- 
sociation, Milwaukee, August 19, 1902. 
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STORE MANAGEMENT. 
Conducted by W. A. Dawson. 


[n addition to publishing a series of articles covering the commer- 
cial side of pharmacy, the editor of this department will en- 
deavor to discuss, criticise, advise and give information on 
any question pertaining to the business management of the 
drug store propounded by readers of the AMERICAN DRUGGIST. 
This feature of the department is intended to constitute a busi- 
ness query column for the readers of the AMERICAN DRUGGIST, 
and all queries regarding business matters addressed to it will 
be freely answered, 
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Employer and Employee; Their Duties and‘ Relations. 


OT long ago we were asked to define the duties of a 
clerk in a country pharmacy where the working 
force consisted of proprietor, clerk and assistant. From 
the tone of the inquiry it was surmised that it came from 
a clerk who felt disgruntled over the apportionment of 
the work and privileges in the pharmacy in which he -was 
employed. 

Our correspondent’s dissatisfaction probably sprang 
from a lack of discipline in the management of the store, 
a condition that exists in a great many small pharmacies 
and some large ones, too, for that matter. 

Every business establishment, however small or large, 
should have a methodical system of working or discipline 
whereby the routine work may be performed with the 
greatest degree of efficiency and economy. This means 
that every one connected with the store, from proprietor 
down to errand boy, must have a complete understand- 
ing of what his specific duties consist of, and be held ac- 
countable for the proper performance of them. 

In the pharmacy where a carefully planned system of 
work and discipline is observed, the work is kept right 
up to the minute, there is a place for everything and every- 
thing is in its place, there are never any evidences of dirt 
or disorder observable, and everything is “as neat as a 
pin.” The routine work is so apportioned that each mem- 
ber of the working force has a fair share of the work, but 
no more than he can do easily, and do well, in a given 
time. Each employee knows that the proprietor or man- 
ager possesses an exact knowledge of his routine duties, 
and that if any of these duties are neglected the employee 
responsible for the proper performance of that duty must 
be prepared to give good and sufficient reasons for his 
neglect. 

To the clerk who has served his apprenticeship in a 
pharmacy where the work was done on the go-as-you- 
please, hit-or-miss system, the term strict discipline may 
sound disagreeable from a misconception of what the 
word discipline means. It does not mean “ slave-driv- 
ing,” or the performance of exacting tasks in a limited 
time with a “boss ”’ standing over to punish with repri- 
mand or dismissal if the task is not well done or finished 
on time; employees are simply expected to do their share 
of the work to the best of their ability, but to do it, not 
neglect it or perform it in a perfunctory, half-hearted, 
slip-shod fashion. If they are unable or unwilling to per- 
form the duties that they were hired and are paid to do, 
the management has no other recourse than to get some 
one who can and will do them. Where a clerk finds his 
tasks too exacting through too large a share of the work 
being assigned to him, a presentation of the facts to the 
manager will in a well conducted establishment lead to a 
reapportionment of the work, especially where there is 
just cause for complaint. 

The best disciplined stores are the most agreeable 
stores to work in and the easiest managed; for a thor- 
oughly svstematized business runs like clock-work or a 
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well oiled piece of machinery. Each doing his part and 
all working together with a definite plan, the business al- 
most seems “ to run itself.” 

We had an experience during our clerking career in 
a pharmacy conducted with an almost total lack of dis- 
cipline, where the conditions were such that the employees 
from proprietor down to errand boy had a continual round 
of the hardest kind of work combined with hustle, hurry 
and nerve racking strain. No one ever seemed to catch 
up with his work even in the routine tasks he had taken to 
himself from choice. Things were allowed to lie where 
the last person had left them until he or some other em- 
ployee saw fit to put them back in place or shove them 
aside to make room for something else, so that the store, 
although elegantly furnished, was never clean or order- 
ly. Every part “ran hard,” like a good machine that is 
not kept well adjusted and oiled. 

The working force of the store consisted of proprietor, 
head clerk. second clerk, junior and boy; more than 
enough to do the work of a pharmacy doing a business of 
$50 to $75 a day, as was done in the pharmacy in a sub- 
urban town where the business conditions were compara- 
tively easy and free from strenous competition or “ cut- 
ting.” 

We soon found, as experience has since taught is in- 
variably the case, that the root of all the disorder lay in 
the manager of the business, its proprietor. After engag- 
ing with him as head clerk we asked as to the specific 
duties and routine work to be performed by the incumbent 
of the post. The proprietor did not seem to understand 
what was meant by this request, but finally, when it was 
made more plain to him, said: “ Duties? Why, do what- 
ever there is to do. When you see anything that needs to 
be done, just do it.” He seemed to have not the faintest 
idea of systematic store management, of that division of 
labor calculated to best do the work of his business es- 
tablishment with a minimum of time, labor, effort and 
friction; or, as a machinist would say, “ with the least lost 
motion.” 

Similar instructions, or rather lack of them, were 
probably given to the other employees when engaged, for 
excepting that the boy understood that he was to sweep 
and dust each morning, wash bottles, run errands and 
wash the windows once a week, the employees did what- 
ever thev “ saw needed doing,” when they felt like doing 
it, and if they did not like the task they simply “ didn’t see 
it.’ What was everybody’s business was nobody’s busi- 
ness; while, theoretically, each was to do “ whatever he 
saw needed doing,” if he did not want to do it he was very 
careful not to “ see ” it, in the hope that some of the others 
would stumble over it and feel compelled to do it. 

The boy often failed to deliver a package on time, be- 
cause he “ didn’t see it,” or “no one told him about it;” 
the prescription bottle drawer was found empty, because 
the boy “ didn’t know about it,” and a prescription might 
be delayed while the boy hustled down cellar for a bottle 
and washed it. 

The shelf bottle for tinct. cinchona comp. is discov- 
ered empty, and the stock bottle is found to contain but 
two or three ounces of dregs; no one knows who used the 
last portion, and the second clerk whose duty it should 
have been to attend to keeping up the stock of galenicals 
“ did not know that it was low.” 

The head clerk sells next to the last bottle of the store’s 
best selling special preparation and goes to the stock 
shelves for more; none there; inquiry elicits the fact that 
the bottles, a special mold, are out, an order for them is 
in, but the glass factory does not “go into blast” for 
nearly two months yet, and it may be three months be- 
fore the bottles come in. In the meantime the mixture or 
whatever it is must be put up in prescription bottles, for 
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which the special labels are a bad misfit, and without car- 
tons ; thus not only necessitating putting out the prepara- 
tion in unfamiliar form, but likewise precluding its use in 
window displays and pushing it by special advertising 
during the season at which it sells best. 

All this because it was no one’s special duty to take 
an inventory of the bottle stock at least twice a year, so 
that orders could be placed a month before the glass fur- 
naces went out of blast and again just before they went 
into blast. 

And so things went, hind-end-foremost and cross- 
ways, every way but rightly and smoothly. Yet there was 
no laziness or loafing, all hands worked continuously and 
worked hard but without making any headway or getting 
the mass of work untangled. It really seemed as though 
the working force was inadequate for the business, that 
every one was overworked, but a study of the cash book 
and the working methods of the store gave indubitable 
proof that the working force was really larger than the 
business warranted. 

I am convinced that with a well-disciplined and well- 
paid force we could, in that same town, do a business of 
a $100 a day and do it easily, with one clerk less. “ Hard 
discipline *” makes easy work. 





SYNTHESIS OF A VEGETABLE ALKALOID. 


Dr. Hugo Schweitzer Describes the Discovery of Theo- 
cine—A Remarkable Achievement—Previous Work 
in the Synthesis of Vegetable Alkaloids—Physical 
and Chemical Characteristics of the New Body, 
Which Was Originally Christened Theophylline— 


Possesses Powerful Diuretic Properties. 





of the American Chemical Society at the Chemists’ Club 

on December 5 an important paper was presented by Dr. 
Hugo Schweitzer descriptive of a new synthetic discovery of 
great interest to pharmacists. The paper was entitled “ Theo- 
cine, the First Vegetable Alkaloid Manufactured on a Large 
Scale by Synthesis.” In his opening remarks he touched on 
the earlier attempts at the artificial production of bodies of 
the purin class, to which theocine belongs. He said: 

“Tn 1888 Kossel found in the extract of tea leaves a new 
alkaloid isomeric with theobromine, to which he gave the name 
of theophylline. It was present in such exceedingly small 
quantities, however, that it could not be tested even for its 
pharmacological properties. But when E. Fischer succeeded 
in synthesizing the bodies belonging to the purin class it be- 
came possible to study theophylline from a _ therapeutic 
standpoint. It was found that it was the most powerful 
diuretic of this class of vegetable alkaloids. By the synthesis 
of Fischer somewhat larger quantities could be prepared, but 
at a tremendous expense. It was the endeavor of chemists 
interested in this branch of chemistry to find a way of prepar- 
ing this valuable remedy so that it could be used commer- 
cially.” 

Dr. Schweitzer said he was pleased to state that such a 
synthesis had been at last discovered in the laboratories of 
the Farbenfabriken of Elberfeld. The new synthesis is based 
upon Wilhelm Traube’s research, published in the Berichte 
der Chemisch. Gesellsch., vol. 33, p. 3053 (1900). The modifica- 
tions of this process enable the Farbenfabriken to produce in 
about twelve reactions the alkaloid, which is named by them 
theocine, on a larger scale, and at a price which makes its 
introduction into medicine feasible. 

Although some vegetable bases and alkaloids had been 
previously produced synthetically—thus Ladenburg prepared 
coniin, Hantzsch trigonelline and Willstaetter cocaine—yet a 
complete synthesis like that of theocine has not hitherto been 
accomplished on a commercial scale. 

This synthesis, said Dr. Schweitzer, must therefore be con- 
sidered as one of the most remarkable achievements of organic 
chemistry, both from the technical and scientific point of view, 
and can justly be compared with the synthesis of indigo. 


A’ the regular monthly meeting of the New York Section 
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There were several reactions known which led to the for- 
mation of indigo, but none was economical. It was the Ba- 
dische Anilin and Soda Fabrik which first discovered a process 
for the manufacture of this vegetable product by synthesis. 
Dr. Schweitzer said that the same was true of theocine; there 
was the ‘ Fischer,” the ‘ Traube” reaction; there was the 
‘Fischer and Ach” modification of the “ Fischer” synthesis, 
yet none of these reactions could be carried out on a commer- 
cial basis. The Farbenfabriken process is the first one by 
which this vegetable alkaloid can be manufactured on a large 
seale. 

The value of the synthesis of theocine will be seen from 
the fact that while the natural product cost $93 an ounce, the 
price of the synthetic preparation is $2.20. 

In regard to its physical and chemical characters, Dr. 
Schweitzer gave the following particulars: Theocine appears 
in the form of beautiful colorless needles, having a melting 
point of 268 C. It is difficultly soluble in cold water and 
alcohol, but more readily in warm water; insoluble in ether. 
It is, however, much more soluble in cold water than theo- 
bromine, dissolving in the proportion of 1 to 179 parts, as com- 
pared with 1 to 1600. Theocine forms salts, of which the am- 
monium and potassium salts dissolve readily, while the 
sodium salt is only slightly soluble. 

Continuing, Dr. Schweitzer said: 

“You may ask why theophylline was rechristened “ Theo- 
cine.” The product is intended to be used in medicine and for 
this reason it was given the new name to distinguish it from 
the natural product. There are to-day any number of physi- 
cians who still think that synthetic products do not possess 
the same medicinal properties as the natural bodies; for ex- 
ample, even the purest synthetic salicylic acid is by many con- 
sidered inferior to salicylic acid made from oil of wintergreen, 
which latter also commands a vastly higher price. You know 
that hosts of people think that beet sugar is not as sweet as 
cane sugar. To avoid misunderstandings, therefore, synthetic 
theophylline has been named ‘ theocine.’ 

“AS you are aware, the only members of the purin group 
that have been employed in medicine are caffeine and theo- 
bromine. Caffeine is used as a heart stimulant and diuretic 
and as a remedy for headaches; theobromine chiefly as a 
diuretic. Both of them act directly upon the kidneys, but 
theobromine is more powerful in its action and is devoid of 
the exciting effect of caffeine upon the nervous system and 
its stimulating influence upon the heart. Owing to the fact, 
however, that it frequently causes stomach disturbances it is 
chiefly prescribed in the form of its double salts, diuretin and 
agurin. 

According to the clinical experiments of Prof. O. Minkow- 
ski, of Cologne (Therapie der Gegenwart), theocine approxi- 
mates more closely in its action to theobromine than to caf- 
feine. It is practically devoid of any effect upon the heart or 
circulation, and exerts a much more decided diuretic action 
than theobromine. Under its administration the pulse and 
blood pressure were not affected and no irritation of the kid- 
neys was noted, which is, of course, a very important point 
in the class of cases in which it is indicated. Professor Min- 
kowski tested theocine in various conditions of dropsy due to 
affectations of the heart, liver and kidneys, and found that in 
most instances the daily quantity of urine under its use ranged 
from Ce. 3,000 to Ce. 5,000. In one instance the increase was 
remarkable, from Ce. 1,300 to Ce. 7,600 in the 24 hours, and in 
connection with this there was a complete disappearance of 
the dropsy during that period, although previously it had not 
yielded to other remedies. In fact, his experience showed that 
theocine was of particular value in cases in which there were 
extensive dropsical effusions. Examinations of the urine by 
Professor Dreser showed that not.only the quantity of the 
fiuid, but also of the solid constituents was augmented. 

“From a medical point of view, therefore, the discovery 
of a cheap means of preparing theophylline is of great in- 
terest, since it places at the disposal of the medical profession 
a new diuretic of greater efficiency than those in previous 
use, and thus contributes to a more successful treatment of 
various conditions in which dropsy is a prominent symptom.” 

Dr. Schweitzer made the interesting announcement at this 
meeting that synthetic theobromine would shortly be intro- 
duced into medicine. 





What means should be taken to advertise, build up and conduct a 
department of uranalysis in the drug store? Answers to this question 
in the form of essays are invited from Subscribers to the American 
Druggist. Whoever submits the most satisfactory answer before Feb- 
ruary 20, 1903, will receive a prize of $10. 
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Cream of Current Literature 


A summary of the leading articles in contemporary pharmaceutical periodicals, 





SCIENTIFIC. 


Fromme’s So-Called Antimorphine.—Dr. T. H. Moer- 
ner, of Upsala (Pharm. Zeit., October 4, 1902), found in 
accordance with the previously published researches of 
Fischer and Fendler that the so-called antimorphine of 
Fromme, which is a remedy recommended for the cure 
of the morphine habit, is a compound containing mor- 
phine not in any modified form, such as dionin, heroin, 
etc., but in the primary state, as ordinary morphine. This 
is contrary to the claims of the manufacturers of anti- 
morphine. The amount of morphine isolated corresponds 
to about 2 per cent. of the whole remedy. In the majority 
of cases, as antimorphine is given ordinarily, the patient 
gets the same amount of morphine when using it, or near- 
ly so, as he took before he tried the remedy. In contrast 
to the claims of the manufacturers, the author found not 
a trace of quinine or of any mydriatic alkaloids in the rem- 
edy in question. He found, however, some salicylic acid 
and some sulphuric acid, as well as glycerin. 

Reactions for Trichloracetic Acid.—A. Clermont 
(Comptes Rendus, 133, 737-38) found that if a mixture of 
equal molecules of alcohol and trichloracetic acid be mixed 
with one molecule of sulphuric acid monohydrate, the 
trichloracetic acid ester is formed instantly. This occurs 
as a colorless oil which is separated from the turbid 
mixture on the addition of several volumes of water. If 
this ester be mixed with ammonia in equal parts it is con- 
verted into trichloracetamid. The latter combination oc- 
curs in the form of silky, shining, fatty needles, which 
melt at 135 degrees C. and sublime in the form of naphta- 
lin-like plates. By means of these reactions trichloracetic 
may be distinguished from cther acids. 


The Chemistry of Vital Phenomena.—A German ver- 
sion of Doctor Sacharoff’s treatise on iron as the active 
principle of enzymes and of living substances has recently 
been published at Jena. Doctor Sacharoff holds that 
the behavior of protoplasm cannot be attributed either to 
its organization, its chemical composition, or its structure, 
and suggests that all the vital processes arise from decom- 
positions of the living substance in consequence of the ac- 
cess of oxygen followed by a series of recompositions. 
Studying animal and vegetable cells he seeks for some- 
thing universally present therein that is capable of early 
oxidation and of yielding compounds which can be again 
reduced, and this substance he concludes to be iron. Vital 
phenomena are, he says, set up by the oxidation of iron 
in the living substance, with subsequent or concurrent 
hydrolysis. His experiments lead to the conclusion that 
there exists in all enzymes iron in minute quantities com- 
bined with nuclein, and he calls this hypothetical sub- 
stance bio-nuclein. Now the chemistry of all vital phe- 
nomena must be fundamentally the same, and the proc- 
esses, which are the foundation of enzyme action, must 
also be the foundation of all vital phenomena, and all 
must depend on the oxidation of bio-nuclein. These ac- 
tions he traces throughout all the variety of cell modifica- 
tion. Competent specialists regard his work as worthy 
of careful consideration, though it is yet too soon to pro- 
nounce upon its lasting value. 

Guatacol Carbonate. By F. G. Ehlert. (Pharmaceu- 
tical Review, May.)—Continuing his work on the guaia- 
col compounds and derivatives, the author presents guaia- 
col carbonate, or duotal, giving its formula, mode of prep- 
aration and physical, chemical and therapeutic properties, 
and appending a full bibliography. 


Guaiacol Phosphite. By F.G. Ehlert. (Pharmaceu- 
tical Review, June).—The author states that this sub- 
stance was first placed before physicians in 1897, the 
methods of preparation, properties and uses are given, to- 
gether with a bibliography of the subject. 


A New Reaction of Identity for Apomorphine.—A. 
Wangerin (Pharmaceutische Zcitung, 47,588) states that 
a solution containing 0.3 Gm. of uranium acetate and so- 
dium acetate in 100 Cc. of water produces a hyacinth red 
to orange yellow color in the morphine solution, while 
with apomorphine the same reagents produce a brown 
precipitate, which is soluble on addition of dilute acids, 
and appears again from the colorless solution on addition 
of alkalies. As the toxines do not react with this test, and 
as morphine and oxymorphine react differently from apo- 
morphine with it, this reaction may serve well to identify 
apomorphine. 

Commercial Civet.—By Ernest J. Parry, B.Sc., F.1.C. 
—The commercial article of civet is commonly adulterated 
with petroleum jelly, and the author (Chemist and Drug- 
gist, November 29) gives a method of detecting the 
adulterant. It consists in extracting the civet with ace- 
tone until nothing further is removed, and then extract- 
ing with petroleum ether, which takes out the petroleum 
(petrolatum). The residue after the acetone extractions 
is a grayish, powdery mass, which may contain appre- 
ciable quantities of petroleum jelly without appearing 
sticky. The petroleum ether extract is highly fluorescent 
when petroleum jelly is present. 


The Disinfecting Powers of Medicated Soaps.—C. 
Tonzig (Monatsh. f. Prakt. Dermatol.) found as the re- 
sult of an extensive series of researches that the disin- 
fecting power of a soap is not increased by the addition 
of antiseptics. This is true of creolin, bichloride, sali- 
cylic acid, carbolic acid, and other soaps that have hither- 
to been regarded as antiseptics. It seems that any anti- 
septic action of these soaps which has been heretofore 
noted [it has never been very marked—Ed.] was due to 
the soap itself, and not to the medicinal addition thereto. 
The disinfectants lose their properties of killing germs. 
in the soap by being changed chemically in the process 
of soap making. The best soap is that which is purest 
and freest from water. 


Follies of Science at the Court of Rudolph II. By 
Henry Carrington Bolton. (Pharmaceutical Review.)— 
This article, which is of interest from a purely historical 
point of view, and which shows an intimate knowledge 
of the subject on the part of the author, was begun in the 
April issue and has been continued in each issue since. 





Errors in the German Pharmacopeia.—Schneider 
(Pharmaceutische Centralhalle, September 25) states 
that it is impossible to make a hydrochloric acid that cor- 
responds to the requirement of the present edition of 
the German Pharmacopeeia, as it is impossible to make 
an acid with a specific gravity of 1.124, 5Cc. of which 
would be neutralized by 38.5 Cc. of normal potassium 
hydrate. The manufacturers simply furnish an acid with 
a specific gravity of 1.124, making this their standard, and 
let the acidimetric value differ slightly from the Pharma- 
copceial requirement. The reason of this error on the 
part of the German Pharmacopzia is probably that the 
old equivalents were used in the calculation of the neu- 
tralizer needed. The requirements should read: A hydro- 
chloric acid of a specific gravity of from 1.124 to 1.127, 
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with 24.5 to 25 per cent. of pure HCl, and an acidimetric 
value of from 37.5 to 38.5 normal KOH. 


Medicinal Plants of Brazil. By Theodor Peckolt 
(Pharmaceutical Review).—A series of articles on this 
interesting subject were printed in the Pharmaceutical 
Review under the editorship of Dr. Hoffmann. The work 
has again been taken up by Dr. Peckolt, and the descrip- 
tions of the plants treated of appear in both German and 
English, running through several numbers. 


The Indices of Refraction of Mixtures. By James S. 
Stevens.—The writer gives (Amer. Jour. of Phar., Dec.) 
a description of Gladstone’s law of the relation of 
the refraction of a liquid to its density, and suggests the 
possibility of finding the refraction index of a mixture 
by computation from that of its respective components. 
To illustrate the accuracy of the proposed method he 
gives the figures in a number of experimental observa- 
tions, comparing the refraction indices actually found 
with those obtained by computation, according to the 
method he suggests. 


A New Element Named Austrium.—Pribram (Chem. 
Zeit., No. 77, 1902) reports the discovery of a new ele- 
ment which has been named Austrium, with the symbol 
At. It was found in orthite in Arendal. It shows three 
characteristic lines in red, and one each in blue and 
orange, and several in the ultra-violet portion of the spec- 
trum. The properties of its salts and the investigations 
as to its atomic weight show that it is to be placed be- 
tween gallium and indium in the series of elements. 


An Efficient Reagent for the Crystallographic Blood 
Test.—Struzowsky (Therap. Monatshefte, No. 9, 1902) 
shows that sodium iodide is a reagent of great value in 
forming characteristic blood crystals, instead of the com- 
mon salt usually employed. Its use depends upon the 
formation of iodine-hematin. Instead of sodium iodide 
a mixture of hydriodic and acetic acids with the addition 
of alcohol and water may be used. A mixture for this 
purpose should contain 1 Cc. each of glacial acetic acid, 
water and alcohol, together with from 1 to 5 drops of 
hydriodic acid. Such a reagent is very delicate and 
should be prepared freshly, as it decomposes after a few 
days. 

The Therapeutic Application of the X-Rays. By M. 
I. Wilbert—The writer calls attention (Am. Jour. Phar., 
Dec.) to the numerous reports of phenomenal results 
that have been obtained from the used of the X-rays as 
a therapeutic agent, but cautions against their indiscrimi- 
nate use by inexperienced or careless persons. In refer- 
ring to this the writer says: “ It goes without saying that 
an agent that is powerful enough to effect a change in a 
chronic abnormal condition that has refused to yield to 
other treatment, is also powerful enough to cause damage 
in normal structures when improperly used.” 


The Color Compounds of Staphylorum Diphyllum 
and Chelidonium Majis.—J. O. Schlotterbeck calls atten- 
tion to the fact (Am. Jour. Phar., Dec.) that these two 
plants are closely related botanically and that there is 
also a remarkable similarity in their chemical constitu- 
ents. The yellow coloring matter found in both of them 
Schlotterbeck believes to be the alkaloid berberine, and 
not a distinct compound, which has been called chelidox- 
anthin. He therefore proposes that berberine be added 
to the list of alkaloids found in these two plants and that 
the name of chelidoxanthin be dropped. 


Rubrescin, a New Indicator for Alkalimetry and Acid- 
imetry.—Rosenfeld and Silber (Chem. Zeitung. Repert., 
1902, 26, 130) describe a new indicator which they style 
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“ rubrescin.” It is made by melting on an oil bath 50 
grammes of resorcin and 25 grammes of chloral hydrate. 
The reaction takes place at 160 degrees C without the de- 
velopment of heat, hydrochloric acid being given off. The 
combination is insoluble in chloroform, slightly soluble in 
ether, a little more easily soluble in methyl and ethyl al- 
cohol, and quite soluble in water. It is purified by re- 
peatedly washing in chloroform. <A 1 per cent. solution 
of rubrescin is dark red in color. If three to six drops of 
it be added to 100 Ce. of water, in which one drop of deci- 
normal sodium hydrate solution has been dissolved, a red 
color remains after one hour, whereas in the case of 
phenolphthalein under similar conditions, the solution only 
remains colored for a few minutes. The same result is 
obtained by the new indicator with decinormal solutions of 
borax, potassium hydrate, sodium bicarbonate, etc. 


Certain Reactions of the Alkaloids of I pecacuanha.— 
In a paper communicated to the Society of Public Ana- 
lysts on November 5, Alfred H. Allen and G. E. Scott- 
Smith (Chemist and Druggist, November 15) describe 
certain experiments which they have made with the view 
of ascertaining which of the ipecacuanha alkaloids give the 
same color reaction as morphine. Attention is called to the 
work of Dr. B. H. Paul and A. J. Cownley in the recog- 
nition and isolation from ipecacuanha root of the three 
known alkaloids—namely, emetine, cephaéline and psy- 
chotrine. The present authors question if these are the 
only alkaloids present in ipecac. In the opinion of a 
high authority there are at least five such bodies present. 
Their experiments were, however, limited to the three 
alkaloids named. After obtaining the alkaloids in a state 
of purity they were examined for their color reactions, the 
color test being made by taking up the alkaloidal solu- 
tion in a pipette and allowing it to fall, drop by drop, on 
the concave side of the cover of a porcelain crucible placed 
on a flask full of boiling water. To the spot of the alka- 
loidal residue thus obtained a drop of reagent was added 
by means of a glass rod, and the mixture cautiously 
stirred. Under these circumstances the alkaloids from 
extract of ipecacuanha gave in all cases with ferric chlo- 
ride a blue coloration changing to green, as against a 
greenish-blue from a residue of opium alkaloids obtained 
in the same manner. Frdéhde’s reagent gave colors vary- 
ing from bluish-purple to violet. The color closely re- 
sembled that given by mixed opium alkaloids, but was not 
so bright as that yielded by pure morphine. Starch and 
iodic acid gave with some extracts of ipecacuanha an im- 
mediate blue coloration, but a negative or tardy result 
was obtained in other cases. Opium alkaloids, of course, 
gave an immediate blue. All preparations of opium and 
ipecacuanha immediately reduced a mixture of ferric 
chloride and potassium ferricyanide with production of 
Prussian blue. 

The authors state that the application of a drop of 
Frohde’s reagent to emetine on porcelain gives a dirty 
green color, which is changed by the addition of a minute 
quantity of hydrochloric acid to a fine grass green. 
Cephaéline gives a purple coloration, instantly changed 
by the addition of hydrochloric acid to a magnficent 
Prussian blue. Psychotrine gives a dull purple with 
Frohde’s reagent, changed by hydrochloric acid to a pale 
green. Opium alkaloids when similarly treated give the 
characteristic purple on addition of Frohde’s reagent, but 
this color fades on the addition of hydrochloric acid. The 
mixed alkaloids from ipecacuanha give the Prussian blue 
reaction of cephaéline with great distinctness on addition 
of hydrochloric acid. This is a readily applied and highly 
characteristic color reaction for mixed ipecacuanha alka- 
loids and one which distinguishes them quite sharply from 
opium alkaloids. 
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The Occurrence of Naphtalin in Ethereal Oils——Dr. 
von Soden and Dr. W. Rojahn (Pharm. Zeit., October 
I, 1902) calls attention to the fact that naphtalin has not 
yet been found in ethereal oils. They have found it prin- 
cipally in an oil of cloves which they examined. A 
storax bark sent to them by Heine & Co. was also found 
to contain naphtalin. The bark in question contained 
so much naphtalin that it crystallized in small needles on 
its surface. The authors propose to publish further re- 
searches on the subject. 


TECHNICAL. 


A Clinical Method of Determining the Amount of 
Mercury in the Urine-—Dr. Schumacher and Dr. W. 
Jung (Zeitschrift f. Analytische Chemie, 1902, p. 461) 
have devised the following method for the determination 
of the amount of mercury in the urine. Five hundred 
Ce. of urine are used for this analysis, but if no trace of 
mecury is found therewith a liter or more of urine is 
taken, or even a ‘larger quantity, and is reduced to 500 
Ce. on the water-bath. To the 500 Cc. of urine 50 Cc. 
of concentrated hydrochloric acid and 5 grammes of po- 
tassium chlorate are added and the mixture is heated in 
an Erlenmeyer flask of about 1 liter capacity until it 
begins to boil. It is then cooled to about 80 degrees C. 
and 12 grammes of chemically pure zinc shavings are 
added. As soon as the first stormy reaction has passed 
3 grammes more of the zinc are added to the mixture 
and the whole allowed to stand for two hours, shaking 
from time to time. The hydrogen developed keeps the 
fluid so agitated that all parts of it are brought into con- 
tact with the zinc at the bottom of the bottle, and so all 
the mercury is rapidly taken up by the zinc. After two 
hours the supernatant liquid is decanted, and if there are 
still particles of zinc in it is shaken, whereupon they sink 
to the bottom. The residue is washed twice by decanting 
with running water. Then a little dilute potassium hy- 


drate is added, allowed to stand a little while, 
diluted with water, decanted and the _ residue 
washed twice with running water. The remaining 


zinc amalgam is now covered with 50 Cc. of dilute 
hydrochloric acid and a little potassium chlorate is added ; 
the reaction, however, should not be allowed to 
take place too violently. The flask can now be placed 
over a low flame. The whole is placed under a hood and 
allowed to dissolve. In order to be sure to have always 
an excess of chlorine it is better to add some potassium 
chlorate from time to time. Toward the end the heat is 
increased, the fluid brought to boiling after having added 
a few pebbles to the flask, and a little hydrochloric acid 
to be sure that all the potassium chlorate has been decom- 
posed. The mixture is cooled to 70 degrees C., a little 
alcohol is added, boiled, cooled again and the decolorized 
solution is placed in a 100 Ce. flask. It is diluted with 
water and a few Cc. of sulphuric acid are added to the 
mixture on the flask. The mixture is shaken and in the 
presence of mercury it will give a distinct yellow to 
brownish color. For quantitative estimations the mixture 
is poured into 10 Ce. tubes of the colorimeter and com- 
pared with solutions of known percentages of mercury. 
Very small amounts of mercury may thus be detected. 


Some New Preparations Containing Soap.—M. I. 
Wilbert (Am. Jour. Phar., Dec.), after referring to the 
claims made by several manufacturers as to certain com- 
pounds of soap and formaldehyde, gives a formula for a 
liquid soap having somewhat similar properties. This is 
practically a solution of soap in a 40 per cent. solution of 
formaldehyde. Wilbert also reviews several other for- 


mulas for preparations containing soap and gives some 
reasons for failure in preparing them. 
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Liquor Alumini Acetatis—K. Hartung writes in 
Apotheker Zeitung, October 18, 1902, p. 781) on the 
often discussed problem of preparing a_ perfectly 
clear solution of aluminum acetate. It is well known 
that all heat should be avoided before and during 
the preparation, that the calcium carbonate should not be 
contaminated with magnesia, etc. Some advise that the 
solution be not diluted to the required specific gravity, but 
be left a little more concentrated. This is not good prac- 
tice, as more concentrated solutions may be cloudy just 
as more dilute ones. The author prepared under observ- 
ance of all possible precautions a solution according to 
the German Pharmacopeeia from aluminum sulphate and 
found that it had a too high specific gravity. He found 
that the aluminum sulphate had not all become decom- 
posed as it should have been. He found that the water 
of crystallization of the aluminum sulphate used had 
something to do with the specific gravity of the product, 
as when he selected only small crystals of the salt it was 
lower than when he used large crystals. The amount of 
aluminum oxide in these solutions proved to be 10 per 
cent. too high. The German Pharmacopeeia should, in 
the author’s opinion, take cognizance of the fact that the 
water of crystallization of various samples of aluminum 
sulphate in the market varies considerably, and should 
recommend that a certain weight of a solution of alumi- 
num sulphate of a certain specific gravity be taken. Then 
a uniform solution of aluminum acetate will be obtained. 

Analysis of Preparations Containing Opium.—The 
Chemist and Druggist for November 29 publishes the 
abstract of a paper bearing this title, and read before the 
Society of Public Analysts by Alfred H. Allen and G. E. 
Scott-Smith. The authors dealt first with the paregoric 
elixir and its substitutes, stating that the proportion of 
alcohol in the tincture indicated with approximate ac- 
curacy by the sp. gr. of the distillate from 25 Cc. of the 
preparation made distinctly alkaline with soda. A por- 
tion of the camphor and oil of anise volatilizes with the 
alcohol, but the amounts present do not materially affect 
the sp. gr. On shaking the residual liquid with ether, the 
remaining camphor and oil of anise are extracted. If 
the ether be separated and the liquid acidulated with hy- 
drochloric acid, benzoic acid will be liberated. Meconic 
acid is extracted with difficulty and imperfectly by agitat- 
ing its acidulated aqueous solution with ether. Amylic 
alcohol is a far better solvent. : 

The authors next referred to the constituents of cough 
mixtures, among which are oil of peppermint, squills, 
senega, horehound, and preparations of ipecacuanha. Oil 
of peppermint is readily fecognized by the taste and odor. 
Squills are not readily recognized, the most hopeful plan 
being based upon the isolation and recognition of quillain. 
Senega is remarkable for the magnificent purple color 
which it vields with strong sulphuric acid. The principle 
which gives the coloration is not extracted by amylic 
alcohol from either acid or alkaline solutions. ~ 

Ipecacuanha may be said to be almost a normal con- 
stituent of cough mixtures, and is of interest on account 
of the close resemblance of some of the color reactions of 
its alkaloids to those yielded by opium alkaloids. In this 
connection the authors referred to the Pharmacy Act case 
in which Mr. Tickle, analyst to the Pharmaceutical So- 
ciety, reported the presence of morphine in a mixture sold, 
although the authors failed to obtain conclusive evidence 
of morphine, but color indications of ipecacuanha (which 
they suggested that Mr. Tickle had mistaken for mor- 
phine) and crystals of its alkaloids. The authors then 
detailed experiments they have made since July. They 
said by suitable means the ipecacuanha alkaloids can he 
differentiated and separated from any morphine present : 
but the point is that, when a process suitable for isolation 
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and determination of morphine was used, an alkaloidal 
residue was obtained which simulated morphine, so as 
to be mistaken for that alkaloid. They prepared the mixed 
alkaloids from several samples of the liquid extract of 
ipecacuanha by the method employed for the cough 
mixture, and found the alkaloidal residue to give a well- 
marked greenish-blue coloration with neutral ferric 
chloride; a crimson, changing to purple and blue, color 
with Frohde’s reagent ; an immediate blue coloration with 
iodic acid and starch (with certain samples, but not with 
all), and an immediate formation of Prussian blue from a 
mixture of ferric chloride and potassium ferricyanide. 
The microscopic crystals obtained were, however, exactly 
similar to those which had been prepared from the cough 
mixture, and in no way resembled morphine. The au- 
thors concluded that the case affords an interesting ex- 
ample of the danger of relying on color indications for 
alkaloids without a definite assurance that no interfering 
body is present. 


The Preparation of Narcotic Extracts—Dr. Van 
Itallie and Dr. J. Schroeder (Pharm. Weekblad, No. 77, 
1902) have found that the amount of alkaloids obtained 
in extracts of narcotic drugs like aconite, belladonna and 
hyoscyamus was nearly the same whether the whole plant 
was used for the preparation of the extract or only the 
leaves of the plant. The latest edition of the German 
Pharmacopeeia prescribes that the whole plant be used in 
these extracts, and the investigations of the two Dutch 
authors named show that there is no ground for criticis- 
ing this provision of the fourth edition of the German 
Pharmacopeeia, as has been often done of late. 


To Determine the Starch Contents of Yeast.—Neu- 
mann (Pharm. Zeit., October 8, 1902) discusses this sub- 
ject, which has of late become prominent through the 
introduction of yeast into medicine. He has devised for 
this purpose an apparatus which he styles an amylometer. 
The latter consists of a small hand centrifuge with two 
metal capsules into which the veast solutions to be tested 
are to be placed. The solutions are poured into glass 
receptacles which resemble those of urine centrifuges, and 
are graduated in such a way that a direct reading of the 
scale in percentages indicates the amount of starch in the 
yeast. The test is performed as follows: One or two 
grammes of the pressed yeast are placed in a cylinder 
holding over 11 Cc. Ten Cc. of water are added and 
1 Cc. of an iodine solution, the mixture stirred with a rod 
and poured into the tubes of the centrifuge, the cylinder 
washed out with 5 Cc. of water, and the latter poured 
into the tubes of the centrifuge. These are closed and re- 
volved for three minutes. The hight of the bluish-black 
sediment is now read on the scale on the centrifuge tubes. 
One or 2 per cent. of starch may be tolerated in yeast, so 
that the fact that the apparatus does not give readings for 
fractions of I per cent. is of no practical consequence. 


The Estimation of Oils in Spices—C. Mann (Achiv. 
d. Pharm.; Schimmel’s Report) has communicated a 
method for the quantitative estimation of essential oils in 
spices, or in any other drug whose content of essential oil 
has to be determined. His method is as follows: The 
body to be examined is pulverized as required, mixed with 
small pieces of pumice stone, and exhausted in the usual 
manner bv steam distillation. To the aqueous distillate, 
conveniently cooled to about + 10°, 25 per cent. of its 
weight of pure common salt is added, and then the solu- 
tion is extracted for half an hour with a measured quan- 
tity of rhigolene. The extraction liquid, increased by 
the absorbed essential oil, is carefuly measured in a grad- 
uated tube and made up to the original quantity; an ali- 
quot part of it is next placed in a weighed glass, the 


o 


solvent evaporated by means of a current of air passing 
over it, and the weight of the residue ascertained, from 
which the content of essential oil in the drug can be cal- 
culated forthwith. 

Mann emphasizes especially as particular advantages 
of his method (which is said to be also suitable for the 
quantitative estimation of esential oils in liquors, soaps 
and perfumes), that with the use of rhigolene it is not 
necessary to dry the extract (a process which gives rise 
to inaccuracies), because the rhigolene, when shaken with 
water, does not absorb any of the latter. Further errors 
are prevented by the use of a definite quantity of extrac- 
tion liquid, and by taking an aliquot part of the solution of 
esential oil for the determination; finally, the exact mo- 
ment when the whole of the rhigolene is evaporated can 
be fixed with great precision, and errors in weighing 
caused by the presence of some remaining solvent can 
thus be entirely obviated. 


On the Cosmetic Uses of Hydrogen Dioxide.—H. 
Kuehl (Apotheker Zeitung, No. 81, 1902, p. 705) reviews 
the uses to which hydrogen dioxide may be put in cos- 
metics. The solution is easily decomposed, giving off 
oxygen and leaving a residue of water, and the oxygen 
which is given off has the property of rapidly oxidizing 
and bleaching substances with which it comes into contact. 
Its value in the care of the teeth lies principally in its 
bleaching power and its capacity of destroying germs. 
Many dentists use it in cleaning the teeth. It gives a 
shiny whiteness to the enamel and dissolves the products 
of decomposition that blacken the teeth. Very good 
tooth pastes may be prepared by mixing hydrogen di- 
oxide with powdered soap and chalk. <A formula of 
this kind that works well may be here cited: 
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make a paste. 


Hydrogen dioxide can scarcely be used in mouth 
washes on account of the persistent disagreeable taste 
which cannot be corrected by any additions. The glycerin 
which is commonly mixed with rose-water to be used in 
the treatment of chapped hands, etc., may be improved by 
the addition of dioxide in the following manner: 


Eo 0 GE FC a en a eee 10.0 
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A dilute solution of glycerin should always be used 
for this purpose, as such solutions are far more easily 
rubbed into the pores of the skin than the thick, viscid 
pure glycerin. The hydrogen dioxide in the mixture 
tends to give the skin a white, soft texture. 

Hydrogen dioxide may be mixed with ointments in 
the treatment of skin affections. Thus, if lanolin be satu- 
rated with hydrogen dioxide, by vigorously shaking it 
with this fluid, a soft, smooth white cream is obtained 
which may be employed for bleaching the skin. <A 
mixture of equal parts of lanolin and zinc ointment may 
also be used for this cream. 


A Crystalline Sediment from Tinctura Pryethri—The 
examination of a crystalline sediment collected from twen- 
ty fluid ounces of tincture of pyrethrum, by F. H. Al- 
cock and H. W. Green (Pharmaceutical Journal, Novem- 
ber 29), weighed Gm. 0.54 and proved to be a phosphate 
salt, an unusual constituent in the sediment of tinctures. 


After-Thoughts of the Historical Exhibition of the 
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American Pharmaceutical Association. By M. I. Wil- 
bert (American Journal of Pharmacy, November).— 
This is a résumé of some of the historical and biograph- 
ical data brought to mind by some of the portraits and 
other objects contained in the recent historical exhibition 
given in connection with the semi-centennial meeting of 
the American Pharmaceutical Association. 





RED POPPIES. 
A Shadow Picture. 


By P. JENSEN, 
Secretary Washington State Board of Pharmacy. 

“T say, crazy idea in funeral flowers,” chirped the little 
red faced undertaker’s assistant, smartly, as he picked a choice 
flower from a gorgeous bunch of red poppies and tossed it to 
a sallow faced young man busy with the lining of a cheap 
coffin. 

“They could have had roses for less.” snickered he. ‘“ Who 
is she, anyway?” pointing with his backward turned thumb 
over his shoulder to the half open door of the morgue. 

“One more unfortunate, rashly importunate, gone to her 
death,” recited the taller of the two, moodily. 

“A wee little thing, too; fiend, I guess, and a Dago,” blus- 
tered the little one, as he tossed another flower from one hand 
to the other. 

“* Suppose she was an Italian,” retorted the other, * she wil! 
probably stand as good a show on the other side as if she had 
been Irish.” 

Brushing the excelsior from the edge of the now ready 
trimmed coffin, he, with a short “ come,” led the way into the 
morgue, surlily followed by the little Hibernian. 


There were no customers in the drug store and only the 
industrious hammering of some one manipulating the mortar 
in the back laboratory betokened activity. It was noontime. 
Outside, a blustering fall day, and only those who by necessity 
were forced to venture out frequented the streets. The awn- 
ings creaked and shook—sidewalk signs and bicycle racks 
seemed to huddle desperately together for a last stand against 
the storm gusts whistling around the corner. 

In the store the usual odor—a combination of scents 
odors of many lands—was mixed with a new, strange 
not altogether unpleasant one. : 

* H-u-s-h, h-u-s-h, [’'m coming,’ whistled the Steam, just 
turned on to the newly painted radiator, and the cranky old 
radiator protested with a creak-crack and an occasional thump. 
The wooden Clock on the wall by the window, long a seven- 
day wonder to the children, old and young, of the neighbor- 
hood, ticked sagely: 

* New-paint, new-paint, new-paint.” 

The radiator whistled and fumed. its splendid coat lost its 
brilliancy. It looked appealingly to the Clock, who was the 
acknowledged dean of all things in the store. But the Clock, 
remembering that its own unpainted appearance had been the 
subject of much ridicule at the time when everything else in 
the store had been painted, complacently ticked: 

* All-wood, all-wood, all-wood, all-wood.” 

The Leech Jar, an irrepressible old gossip, broke in: 
“Some of us in the past have been subjected to petty, mean 
comment. Now,” and she fairly chattered louu enough to dis- 
turb her living contents, “ now is our time to crow.” 

“We, too, have a mission,” remarked the Wormtablets over 
in the corner, and the mean, old snappy Sponge Basket by the 
window broke in: * Yes, and the Leech Jar needs your mis- 
sionary efforts; she has worms.” 

“ Keep-peace, keep-peace, keep-peace,” ticked the 
who really had a good heart, though made of wood. 

But the radiator thump-thumped and fumed. 

“The odor and air, madamoiselle,” confided the Cut Glass 
French Perfume to its neighbor, a Ricksecker, * in here are 
perfect frights; what is it, anyway: more experimenting of 
the boy in the back room?” 

Just then somebody touched the door latch—everybody and 
everything looked the primmest of the prim—and a customer 
entered. The noise in the laboratory ceased as the Druggist 
came forward to wait upon a Lady, who, not stopping at the 
door, advanced to the very farthest part of the store. 

“ Looks-bad, looks-bad, looks-bad,” gossiped the Clock, 
while bottles and things were craning their necks to see and 
to hear the conversation. 

“No, ma’m,” said the Druggist, “I don’t sell morphine: 
I don’t sell it.” he repeated. 

“But, my God, you must; I need it,” gasped she, excitedly 


and 
and 


Clock, 


PHARMACEUTICAL RECORD. 


throwing her shawl back. “I have used it for years; I can 
get it anywhere; any of these big drug stores will sell it if I 
buy enough, but—but I have not enough money. Oh, I see,” 
continued she. ‘“‘ You must have a prescription. Of course, I 
have one, the very first one—* here her voice faltered—* the 
doctor gave me; the one that started me using morphine.” An 
excited shiver almost prevented her from speaking. ‘I have 
it here,” and she fumbled over the flatness of her emaciated 
bosom. ‘“ Here it is; I have had it many years.” 

The druggist at first shrank from touching the filthy, crum- 
pled piece of paper, but finally deciphered the almost obliter- 
ated prescription: 


ee CRE. cis orn nis a sibs s Mice wins Siew eon eee gr. vii 
i rk 56 4 kh eS ade we ee bes bake ee ele abe 3iv 
Mix. 
Sig. Teaspoonful when needed for pain. 


(Signed) Dr. SWINTON. 


“My good woman, I cannot fill this.” His voice thickened 
when he spoke. “ That scoundrel who first wrote this and all 
the accursed scoundrels who have filled it must some day—if 
God is as just as He is merciful—answer for it. God pity you, 
I will not give you anything like that. Oh, I know you suffer,” 
continued he, interrupting her as she hoarsely began to plead 
with him. “I know you suffer; no demon ever conceived tor- 
tures more diabolical, and all of that for money. Poor girl, they 
have ruined your life, as they have ruined thousands before; 
but before God ’’—and the man’s face became pallid and his 
features set—‘ I shall take up your cause——” He ceased, for 
the woman lay in a faint on the floor before him. 

Now I have this from the Wooden Clock (talkative, good- 
hearted old Wooden Clock), who got it straight from the Cork- 
press on the prescription case, and I will take the word of 
the corkpress for anything: 

“When the lady fainted,” said the Clock, *‘ That drug man 
seemed sort of dazed, for he did not pick her up at once. 
Leaning over her, he brushed the heavy dark hair away from 
her face. “*‘ Almost a child,’ exclaimed he. ‘ You doctor who 
first started her and you dude-dressed, pin-headed scoundrels 
of druggists who, for a few dollars, silenced your consciences 
and sold this woman a deadly poison, knowing as you did thar 
you thereby consigned her to living torment. Come here, you 
dainty dressed murderers, baser and lower than the worst 
dive-keeper—dive-keeper, forsooth,’ continued he, having picked 
the unconscious woman up and tenderly placed her in a 
reclining chair, ‘you hypocrites would not allow a liquor 
dealer to become a member of any of your secret organiza- 
tions for fear he might contaminate you—this is your work, 
could any demon ever do worse?’ 

* She was taken away a few minutes later. 

“*Ugh, I just hate the sound of that patrol wagon,’ inter- 
rupted one of the Chairs. 

** Nonsense,’ exclaimed the Clock, ‘don’t I hang near the 
window; could I miss seeing it all? Patrol wagon, not much. 
It was a private ambulance, and she was taken to the best 
hospital in the city for treatment.’ 

“*He is not much of a business man,’ said the Sponge 
Basket. ‘We’ (how that old Sponge Basket did emphasize 
*‘we’) ‘might as well have had that money as some one else,’ 
but the Wooden Clock, whose oaken heart was as sound as that 
of its master, ticked ‘ T-a-l-k, t-a-l-k, t-a-l-k, t-a-l-k,’ and the 
Sponge Basket straightened itself till the wires creaked, but 
kept still.” 

Three gamblers and one saloon keeper (generous, warm- 
hearted children of our common God) helped the little drug- 
gist with money to pay her hospital and burial fees. Money 
from her murderers would have burned his hands like a live 
coal. 

“Go back to God,” whispered he, placing a bunch of Pop- 
pies in her bony hands, ere the coffin was closed, “and tell 
Him that Papaver somniferum—the Red Poppy—sent as a 
blessing for the healing of mankind, has become a curse. Tell 
Him that. Good-by, may you sleep in peace.” 

“Who is that guy?” asked the little undertaker of the 
taller one, as they carried the casket to the hearse. None of 
them knew, but watched the hastening figure disappear 
around the corner. 

“Queer flowers,” said one, as they drove away.—Pacific 
Drug Review. 








What means should be taken to advertise, build up and conduct a 
department of uranalysis in the drug store? Answers to this question 
in the form of essays are invited from Subscribers to the American 
Druggist. Whoever submits the most satisfactory answer before Feb- 
ruary 20, 1903, will receive a prize of $10. 
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Queries and Answers 


We shall be glad, in this department, to respond to calls for information on all pharmaceutic matters. 





The Extemporaneous Preparation of Syrup of 
Hydriodic Acid.— A. N.C.—Various methods have been 
suggested for the preparation of a concentrated solution of 
hydriodic acid for the extemporaneous preparation of the 
syrup. At the last annual meeting of the Wisconsin 
Pharmaceutical Association E. G. Raeuber presented a 
paper descriptive of some experiments he had made with 
the view of producing a stable aqueous solution containing 
10 per cent. of the acid, one part of which when mixed 
with nine parts of simple syrup yields the pharmacopceial 
preparation containing 1 per cent. of acid. In following 
the following formula it is a sine qua non that only C. P. 
chemicals and distilled water be employed. The use of 
ordinary commercial salts invariably causes disappoint- 
ment. Mr. Raeuber, for instance, found that the devel- 
opment of a slight odor of hydrogen sulphide, which was 
noticed in one instance, could be traced to the use of an 
impure chemical. His formula for the Io per cent. 
aqueous solution of hydriodic acid for the extemporane- 
ous preparation of the U. S. P. syrup follows: 


(A) POtagsitin 16G1GC. oo ok ce seecee eens 260.0 Gm. 
Potassium hypophosphite... .. 2... 000 2 csce sees 20.0 Gm. 
MOTTO Wy AUET <5io.vs once nie wis he areisie was aden se OOO MOC: 
Dissolve. 

Be NN ogo sis ia oss sie Sins wee ors ae eee 240.0 Gm. 
DLE SE) FOO 0 BRE eee Seen ee ea arene TEER aac 00.0 Ce. 
Dissolve. 


Mix solutions (A) and (B) in a flask kept cool by 
being surrounded with ice, and shake occasionally during 
half an hour; then filter and wash the precipitate with 
diluted alcohol until the washings no longer give a pre- 
cipitate with silver nitrate solution. To the filtrate thus 
obtained add enough distilled water to make the solution 
weigh 2000 Gm. The solution thus prepared contains 
10 per cent. of hydriodic acid. To make syrup of hydri- 
odic acid of U. S. P. strength mix one part of the solu- 
tion with nine parts of simple svrup. 


A Question of Solution.— A Western subscriber 
submits the following formula and asks us to inform 
him if such a mixture can be put up in a clear solution to 
measure I fluid drachm: 


Re MLMURTR ERR ic oye aca yo erg wid a eo aca nah eww twee Greate 1% grs. 
NNN 500 cota) ov ees ah yen e is ead whoa wie Geen ora wenS 1 ig 
RUMCNN yeti idle lois ain erase eras aiid dialer Bawwin ose le \% gr. 
UMEIENIIO NTO O iss s0.c.5.0s se carearasie's Wisin 5-20 5 Wes % gr. 
STEELE CO C) Rees) 00) 1 | a 1% grs. 


We have no reason to doubt that this mixture can, 
under proper manipulation, be held in alcoholic solution 
in 1 drachm of fluid. Experiment will show the actual 
amount of alcohol necessary to retain the four first named 
ingredients in permanent solution, and glycerin or sugar 
and water can be added up to the limit of solubility, form- 
ing a sweetened, hydro-alcoholic mixture or elixir. 


Restoring Faded Ink.—O. S.—If the ink is an 
iron compound—that is to say, a solution of iron tannate 
formed by the action of nutgalls or tannin on iron sul- 
phate, which is the composition of most of the writing 
fluids in use—the writing which has faded through age 
and exposure may be restored and deepened in tint by 
moistening the paper with water and brushing over the 
writing with a solution of ammonium sulphide. The 
action of this chemical is to produce a thin layer of black 
iron sulphide over the surface of the writing wherever 


any of the original ink remains. Of course this means 
of restoration is not applicable with aniline inks. 


Milk of Roses.—C. R. P.—Various formulas are 
extant for this preparation, some providing for a simple 
emulsion of oil with soap, and others for a milky solution 
of the tinctures of benzoin and storax in rose water. The 
original formula of Piesse is somewhat complicated as 
compared with more recent inventions, but we publish it 
below to show the composition of the old-fashioned arti- 
cle. Piesse’s formula is as follows: 


ey PC CGA TNR OUERIBR sab orang keds od, rma died Sateen 8) Be Vy Ib. 
EDS NET 04 oie acialah bo gets said wile oiorele. ee eaa eae 1 quart. 
PUCOROU OT NOI CONU) sccic.e0 065s Oe as eceeaceweed \% pint. 
OT ROR ie oi Ss lens ag b-0 otrecua less weenie sein 1 ‘drachm. 
INV e Ia RRS RSVR gh aa: Sire or ows eane:rertnre Atareut: areansee wignwie/ DerRareve anor Vy OZ. 
eda S NENG IME crete as SIs vareran etn Claas ataaave a6Gi Vy OZ 
VV TMIEO s CRMC ERO DID 6 65.c:15)sisie eisiia/e ay aja cece:d sys selene yy OZ. 


Shave the soap and place it in a vessel which can be 
heated by steam or a water bath; add to it 2 or 3 ounces 
of rose water. When the soap is perfectly melted, add 
the wax and spermaceti, and stir occasionally. While 
this is going on blanch the almonds, carefully excluding 
every damaged particle. Then beat them up in a scrup- 
ulously clean mortar, and allow the rose water to trickle 
into the mass by degrees. When the emulsion of almonds 
is finished, strain it without pressure through clean- 
washed muslin. The previously prepared saponaceous 
mixture is now put in the mortar, and the ready-formed 
emulsion carefully and gradually blended with it. As 
the last of the emulsion is run into the mortar, the alcohol, 
in which the oil of rose has been dissolved, is made to 
follow it and mixed very gradually with the other in- 
gredients. A too sudden addition of the alcohol frequent- 
ly coagulates the milk and causes it to be curdled. As it 
is, the temperature of the mixture rises, and every means 
must be taken to keep it down. The newly formed milk 
should be allowed to stand at rest for 24 hours, when the 
clear portion may be drawn off the sediment, and is ready 
for bottling. 

The formula of Askinson differs in some particulars 
though yielding a product very similar to that of Piesse. 
It is as follows: 


NOC a 5 28 poy Sh a 9b edi wos areleneieionwiarendeeed 24% oz. 
PR EMESEM Ua ec okeh oe Piss Mier dS iat nie oe we auBeled oranda Barealee 24% oz. 
MR cleo cacao a 8.05709 Gi ole aa Cala Rscah es OES alae ase 24% 02. 
el EET TECLI 1) 2S AI Og ae 2% 02. 
ROY COU RURAL 60.5.5 5c Anata -ainsiexa7e 0:9 diwirina lee dh esororeowicestars 4 Ibs. 
UL) GEOG 12) 2 ear 150 grains. 
MME MRNU RUE OMe poti ct oN rare Pace MN 5 fall, Su Susy ex tend lesaseiG 4 pints. 
vo KEE) ES Ree ee ee Se 1 pint. 


A simple and quickly made milk which does not sep- 
arate, though it is apt to become stringy, is furnished by 
the following formula: 


MOIR T RABY aa f0 oy s5csk a's 5:2 gga Sel eaehoyak Beal ich ma calc ote 
MGC RNY ato) 0155.4 25 ata oh sca BI oivieai ool olelel ace ig Riearaae Sa 
PAREN RR CCIE NUANCE 55155: «. 16-5 0::215:%70:.60 0's ev wioai 9a ateialn, qcnte: 6a 
MERGE AU DROBO oh 0 5c55o5i. loc. 4/os'ava'a oelavere <a Sie0lS SR clearest 
FAO) 10 TIRE nan ene ee or Ree ene a ee 


Shave the soap into shreds and dissolve in 2 ounces 
of water by the heat of a water bath. Incorporate it with 
the cold cream in a warm mortar, and gradually add the 
rest of the water (tepid) to form an emulsion. Transfer 
to a bottle and add the otto dissolved in the alcohol. 
Shake well. Benzoic acid 5ss dissolved in the alcohol 
improves it. 
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Black Ink.— Dr. Oyster.—If you have not tried the 
formula used by the late Dr. Charles Rice, you will be 
glad to have it brought to your attention. It is an aniline 
ink which writes an almost perfect black and possesses 
the further advantages of writing black at once and of 
being waterproof. The formula follows: 


DME CG cke bebe babeb bGeeenas eee sere 200 grains 
PES STORER: 4b ss einnk bos odes babe 30 grains. 
PPO io ccc euuesies sb eyeanber eh ebeiet rs 30 grains. 
Water enough to make... 2... 6.ccccsccscsess 16 fluid oz. 


Dissolve the gelatin in one half of the water and the 
nigrosine and the bichromate in the other half. Then, 
having poured the first solution into a dark, amber col- 
ored bottle, add the second solution. 

The ink should, if possible, be kept in an inkstand 
of such shape or color that the contents shall not be ex- 
posed to bright daylight. It can be used in a fountain 
pen by diluting it with water until the writing appears 
pale bluish-black. If this is done the gelatin will not 
clog the orifice of the pen. 

Digestive Candy.—F. E—We find a formula for 
such a tablet as you describe in the Chemist and Drug- 
gists’ Diary. The ingredients and directions for their 
manipulation are given as follows: 


55s asse ees sat ened base sees ee sey ee be lebee ke 5ij 
eee Ce eT eT eee TET REE EEL ER 3i 
PT Tre Te ToT rT ee LL Ee 3ss 
SDN 5 ck ina ssse bes oes deee bs ores enbbeee steak 58s 
Pe eee ee eee i ta lb. v 


The sugar is melted with a little water, the other in- 
gredients, previously powdered, are sifted in, and the 
whole boiled and stirred till thick. The mass is then 
poured into greased molds and cut into squares. 


Bakery Trade Papers.— W. B.—The name of 
the trade paper you are seeking is probably the Confec- 
tioners’ and Bakers’ Gazette, which is published from 
New York. Similar papers published from Chicago are 
the Bakers’ Helper and the Confectioner and Baker, and 
there is a monthly publication in Toronto, Canada, named 
the Canadian Baker and Confectioner. 





BOOK NOTICE 


ELEMENTARY LESSONSIN LATIN. By Otto A. Wall, M.D., 
Ph.G., Professor of Materia Medica, Pharmacognosy and 
sotany, and Instructor in Latin in the St. Louis College of 
Pharmacy; Second Vice-President of the Convention for 
Revision of the Pharmacopoeia of the United States, etc. 
St. Louis, Mo.: The Aug. Gast Banknote and Lithograph 
Company. 

The purpose of this book is expressed in the author's 
prefatory remark that “ The elementary principles of 
the Latin language contained in this little book are suffi- 
cient to enable the student to read the Latin edition of the 
German Pharmacopeeia, which is as much Latin as is nec- 
essary for the pharmaceutical or medical student.” The 
author has, we think, produced a very useful book, all the 
more useful because of the intermingling of practical 
Latin (considered as a living language under certain cir- 
cumstances) with the language of the classical authors. 
The student who masters this little book will, if he have 
taste and inclination, soon acquire a facility for reading 
the simpler Latin classics in the original quite as well as 
the ordinarily classically-educated schoolboy who has not 
forgotten, as too many do, all the “ little Latin and less 
Greek ” that he ever knew; while, unlike him, he will be 
able to write and read much concerning everyday matters, 
and especially pharmaceutical and other scientific matters 
that will prove of practical service to him. A few sen- 
tences selected from the exercises will perhaps make clear- 
er what we mean. For instance, from the same exercise 
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we take the Ciceronian sentence, Vitam regit fortuna, non 
sapientia; ordinary sentences, such as feminam puella vo- 
cat, and such distinctly serviceable phrases to students as 
Substantias in massam fac, et massam in pilulas divide ; 
filia pharmaceutrie pharmacognosiam et pharmaciam 
studet, and the direction, tincturam arnice para. In like 
manner, the vocabulary is far-reaching and would, if well 
assimilated, arm a student for easy classical reading and 
very thoroughly for reading almost any later scientific 
works in Latin, to say nothing of anything that he is like- 
ly to meet with in a pharmaceutical way, even in countries 
where Latin still holds a more extended sway than here. 
Another advantage, and one well worthy of consideration 
in view of the rapid opening up of intercourse with the 
Latin-American countries, is to be found in the fact that 
this kind of Latin, this vocabulary selected with a view to 
its adaptability to the needs of everyday life, would make 
the acquisition of Spanish, at any rate so far as reading 
is concerned, a very simple matter—indeed, we have little 
doubt that a student who had made himself fairly ac- 
quainted with this little book would be able, without learn- 
ing Spanish at all, to make out a considerable part of a 
Spanish newspaper, and certainly the greater part of a 
Spanish pharmaceutical journal. 

The book is not, of course, beyond criticism. As re- 
gards pronunciation it seems to us to be a little mixed 
up. There are three methods of pronouncing Latin more 
or less in use: 1. The English, which pronounces the 
words exactly as though they were English; this method 
is now dying out, even, we believe in England, and exists 
principally among those who learned their Latin in earlier 
times. 2. The Roman. 3. The Continental. The two 
latter agree in using approximately the same vowel sys- 
tem, but in the so-called Continental method the conso- 
nants have chiefly the sounds given them in the respective 
languages. Now the author is inconsistent, in that he 
gives the pronunciation of c before e, i, y, 2, eu or ce as ts, 
which would be the case in the (German) Continental 
form, but not in the French, Portuguese, Italian, or Span- 
ish varieties. Still less in the Roman, in which c and g 
are always hard, as in “can” and “ get;” while, on the 
other hand wv is given as like an English w, which is the 
Roman style, the German Continental method pronoun- 
cing it as v is pronounced in German—viz.: like f, while 
in all other forms of the Continental method it is sounded 
as vin English. It seems probable to us that as so many 
words have now come into common use, and it would be 
difficult to disturb their decepted pronunciation, the au- 
thor has endeavored to effect a working compromise. 

One other point we must take exception to. In the 
vocabulary the author includes many words that are not 
Latin at all—e. g, cline, a bed. There are good Latin 
words for bed in cubile, lectus, lectulus, etc., and we fail 
to see the object in Latinizing the Greek «im unless be- 
cause we have derived “clinical” from it. The same 
remark applies to cyste, the bladder, the proper Latin for 
which is vesica, and certainly the more usual form in 
Greek even, is «or. Some very base forms are moreover 
given, as crystallus, a crystal. However inevitable “ dog- 
Latin ” may be in adapting a dead language to a modern 
living use, it is unjustifiable where there are proper class- 
ical equivalents, as in the case of crystallum. Catus, also. 
for cat, is low Latin, felis being the correct term. But 
these are only minor blemishes; for the book as a whole 
we have nothing but praise. 





What means should be taken to advertise, build up and conduct a 
department of uranalysis in the drug store? Answers to this question 
in the form of essays are invited from Subscribers to the American 
Druggist.* Whoever submits the most satisfactory answer before Feb- 
ruary 20, 1903, will receive a prize of $10. 















































AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND 
BUSINESS BUILDING. 


Conducted by U. G. Manning. 
The Department Editor will be pleased to criticise advertisements, 
suggest improvements, and answer all questions coming 
within the scope of this department. 


SCATTERING YOUR FIRE. 


AM in receipt of an inquiry from a druggist in the 

suburbs of one of the large cities, who wants to know 

how he can make an advertising appropriation of $250 a 
year cover advertising to 2,500 families. 

He cannot do it. That amount of advertising spread 
over so large an area would be largely wasted, while if 
the appropriation is properly spent it can be made to pay. 

This man’s $250 would give him 10 cents a family 
for advertising. For this sum he could not reach them 
by mail oftener than ‘two or three times a year, and I 
judge he is in a district where the use of the mail would 
be the only way of reaching the people he is after. 

One cannot do effective advertising if the people are 
not reached oftener than once in three or six months. 
There is no use trying. Every six weeks is the limit; it 
should be oftener. 

As a matter of fact, this man does not need to reach 
2,500 famities. There are not that many within his store’s 
radius of trade. This number would normally mean a 
population of 10,000. No suburban store can get the 
trade of this number of people, no matter how hard it 
tries. The trade of 500 families will give this man a great 
deal larger trade than he has. He should concentrate his 
fire on the 500. He can with his appropriation reach the 
latter number at intervals of three or four weeks. and 
such a campaign will pay. 

There is but one way to do it, and that is to do it thor- 
oughly as far as you go. If you can reach but 10q fam- 
ilies once a month, limit your efforts to that number un- 
til you are able to go after more. 

It will pay better to reach this 100 at short intervals 
than tc reach a large number at long intervals; the lat- 
ter method is not apt to pay at all. 


AVOID FREAK SPACES. 


I find that there are a good many druggists who seem 
to believe that there is some sort of merit in having a 
space of unusual shape in the newspapers. Usually this 
is in the form of a long, narrow space across several col- 
umns at the top or bottom of a page. Not only is such a 
space without special merit, but it is actually wasteful. No 
resuits are ever secured from advertising unless the ads 
are read, and convince people when they are read. The 
first and most important thing is what the ad says. The 
next is that the matter shall be so arranged that it is read* 
able. The thought in mind in selecting these freak spaces, 
J presume, is that they are more apt to be seen. This 
might be true for a few issues until the novelty wore off, 
but afrer that they would be apt to look alike to all read- 
ers of the paper, no matter how often the material in them 
was changed. The better plan is to get a space of the 
usual form in the best location possible and then make 
this space conspicuous by striking methods of setting the 
matter. Your ad will not only then be seen, but it will 
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be readable. Long lines, such as have to be used in these 
spaces, are always hard to read. They must necessarily 
be set in larger type than if the lines were shorter, and this 
is wasteful. The ad is best set that can be read with the 
greatest economy of attention, and this is only possible 
when the matter is set in reasonably short lines and in 
such type faces as people are used to reading. 


ee 
CRITICISM AND COMMENT. 
MISSES THE POINT. 


I am in receipt of an ad upon the margin of which is 
written ‘‘ Please criticise,” but which bears no clew as to 
where it came from. The card at the bottom of it is mere- 
ly, “ Lhe Corner Pharmacy.” I rather think this ad must 
have been sent by some amused competitor. The ad is a 
5-inck single column one, and contains the following 
wording only: 

GREAT REDUCTIONS IN PATENT 
MEDICINES AND TOILET ARTICLES 
FRIDAY AND SATURDAY AT 

THE CORNER PHARMACY. 

The uselessness of such an ad must, I think, be pat- 
ent to all. Without some prices to add point to the claim 
of great reductions such an ad must necessarily fall flat. 
It means nothing, it will impress no one, it will bring no 
results. This man might just aswell not have advertised 
at all; and yet ads are seen every day which are just as 
lacking in pulling elements. 

Whenever a claim is made it must be backed up by 
reason or proof. Mere statement will seldom go. Peo- 
ple instinctively discount advertising claims any time, and 
if there are no tangible claims to discount the result is ob- 
vious. 

Put in the prices. Tell people why. Give reasons for 
every move that will appeal to sane, thoughtful people. 


‘ es SF 


A GOOD BOOK. 


Bendiner & Schlesinger, Third avenue and Tenth 
street, New York City, send a 24 page and cover pam- 
phlet advertising their store. 

This is one of the best pieces of advertising submitted 
to the department for some time. 

It is printed in three colors, and is illustrated by sev- 
eral full-page half-tones showing different departments 
ot the business. Little thumbnail sketches are also inter- 
spersec through the text. 

The book is a plea for prescription and sick-room 
trade from Greater New York and the Jersey suburbs. 
The equipment and facilities of the store are taken up in 
detail and a very strong case is made out for the service 
rendered by this firm. 

There is too much matter in the book to be read by all 
who receive it, but length considered, it will be read by 
far more people than would an ordinary production, and 
those who do read it will be influenced by it. The follow- 
ing’ extract will show the style in which the pamphlet is 
written : 


—— 


Obviously, physicians could be trusted to have their pre- 
scriptions filled properly and to the best advantage, but their 
professional standing will not permit them to designate one 
druggist to the exclusion of another. 

That is why we send out this statement. 

We are telling you exactly what your physician might feel 
was somewhat unprofessional for him to mention. 

If you send down town for your food supplies; if you ride | 
across the city to buy a card of buttons or a gown; if you 
telephone to a central market for your meats, wouldn’t it be | 
just as careful economy to look up these scientific, painstaking, | 
accurate apothecaries at Third avenue and Tenth street? | 

Or is your health of less importance than your table or | 
your dress ? | 
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EXPORT TRADE WITH OUR TERRITORIAL INTERNATIONAL STANDARDIZATION. 


POSSESSIONS. 


Rapid Growth of Trade with Our Tropical Territory 
—Alaskan Commerce Shows Steady Growth— 
A Great Future m This Trade. 


The noncontiguous territory of the United States is sup- 
plying a large and growing market to the producers and manu- 
facturers of the United States. The October statement of the 
Treasury Bureau of Statistics shows that the shipments of 
merchandise from the United States to Porto Rico in the ten 
months ending with October, 1902, amounted to practically 
$10,000,000—$1 000,000 a month—against $6,750,000 in the cor- 
responding months of last year. To the Philippines the ship- 
ments in the ten months ending with October were over 
$4,000,000, against a little over $3,000,000 in the corresponding 
months of last year and $2,750,000 in the same months of 
1900. To the Hawaiian Islands the collection of statistics of 
shipments was only resumed with the month of June and the 
figures, therefore, do not cover the ten months’ period, as is 
the case in the commerce with Porto Rico and the Philippines; 
but our shipments to the Hawaiian Islands are estimated at 
about $20,000,000 per annum. To Alaska the record of shipments 
was begun with June and amounted during the four months 
ending with October to nearly $3,000,000. The figures at hand 
for these four noncontiguous territories—Porto Rico, Hawaii, 
the Philippines and Alaska—indicate that they will furnish 
during the year about to end a market for about $40,000,000 
worth of the products of the United States, chiefly agricultural 
and manufactured products. 

On the import side the report of the Bureau of Statistics 
indicates that these island territories are also contributing 
largely to the growing demand of the United States for trop- 
ical products. In the ten months ending with October the 
shipments from Hawaii to the United States amounted in 
round terms to $21,000,000, and those from Porto Rico to the 
United States to nearly $9,000,000, against $6,500,000 in the 
corresponding months of last year, while from the Philippines 
the receipts were over $7,000,000 and from Alaska over $8,000,- 


000 in the four months ending with Octeber. These fig- 
ures indicate that the annual contribution of tropical 
products by the tropical territory under the control of 


the United States will amount in the present year to about 
$45,000,000 and that the receipts of merchandise from Alaska 
will amount to $15,000,000, making the total receipts of mer- 
chandise from the noncontiguous territory nearly or quite 
$60,000,000 in value and the shipments from the United States 
to that territory $40,000,000. ; 

The principal articles received from the territory in ques- 
tion are: From Hawaii, sugar, amounting in the ten months 
ending with October to 645,000,000 pounds, valued at $20,000,- 
000; from Porto Rico, sugar and molasses, amounting to $6,500, - 
000, and tobacco, nearly $2,000,000; from the Philippines, Ma- 
nila hemp, amounting in value to over $7,000,000 in the ten 
months ending with October; from Alaska, salmon, amounting 
to nearly $7,500,000 in the four months ending with October. 

The principal articles for which the territory in question 
supplies a market are as follows: To Porto Rico, during the 


ten months ending with October, cotton cloths, 22,000,000 
yards, valued at $1,211,000; iron and steel manufactures, 


$1,164,000; breadstuffs, $954,000, of which $853,000 is flour; 
boots and shoes, $186,000; malt liquors, $118,000; fish, $217,000; 
provisions, $1,196,000, of which $916,000 represents value of hog 
products; rice, 47,000,000 pounds, valued at $1,652,000. To the 
Philippine Islands, iron and steel manufactures to the value 
of $725,000; mineral oil, $270,000; paper and manufactures 
thereof, $209,000; provisions, $163,000; cotton cloths, $324,000; 
hay, $108,000; wood and manufactures of, $252,000, and sci- 
entific instruments, $105,000. The shipments to the Philip- 
pine Islands include manufactures of all classes, especially 
iron and steel; also flour and other breadstuffs. To Alaska the 
largest items are provisions, breadstuffs, fruits and nuts, iron 
and steel manufactures, vegetables, tobacco and manufactures 
of wood. 





“Award of the Nobel Prizes. 


The Nobel research prize of $40,000 has been awarded to 
Major Donald Ross, of the Liverpool School of Tropical Medi- 
cine, in recognition of his investigations into the mosquito- 
malaria theory. Three other Nobel prizes were awarded, as 
follows: Natural science and chemistry, Dr. Emil Fischer, of 
the Berlin University; physics, Dr. Swante A. Arrhenius, of 
the Stockholm High School; medicine, Dr. Finsen. Each prize 
is worth 160,000 marks. 


Pharmacy Topics Discussed at Philadelphia College 
Meeting—The Best Preservative for Syrup of Ferrous 
lodide. 


The regular pharmaceutical meeting of the Philadelphia 
College of Pharmacy was held Tuesday, December 16. W. L. 
Cliffe, a member of the college and first vice-president of the 
American Pharmaceutical Association, occupied the chair. In 
calling the meeting to order he spoke of its significance, inas- 
much as the main topic for consideration was one having 
international importance. 

M. I. Wilbert presented two papers, entitled, respectively, 
International Standards and The Proposed International 
Standard Tinctures of Potent Remedies, and in connection 
with the latter exhibited samples of the tinctures made ac- 
cording to the proposed standards. The strength of these 
tinctures as proposed is uniformly 10 per cent. and the men- 
struum is a 70 per cent. alcohol. 

In considering the attempts of the international congresses 
to secure uniformity the author said that the reason for their 
failure was undoubtedly due to the fact that the leading 
spirits wanted to do too much. He said that the original idea 
was to formulate a work that would include all classes of 
drugs and preparations, and that would replace the various 
national pharmacopoias. It was then pointed out that not 
until the meeting of the Seventh International Congress at 
Chicago, in 1893, was it proposed that the International Phar- 
macoporia be of such a scope as to include only the more 
potent remedies. The idea of adopting international stand- 
ards for potent medicaments has been gaining ground and 
recommendations embodied in the protocol signed by the dele- 
gates to the Brussels Conference, September, 1902 (AMERICAN 
DrvuGGIST, November 10, p. 301), seem to give assurance that 
a positive advance has been made. 

The following resolution was then proposed by Mr. Me- 
Intyre and after some discussion was unanimously adopted: 

Whereas, It is desirable, if possible, to secure international uniform- 
ity in the strength of preparations of potent remedies; therefore be it 

Resolved, 'That we, the members of the Philadelphia College of Phar- 
macy assembled at this pharmaceutical meeting, heartily indorse the 
spirit of the recommendations of the International Conference for the 
Unification of Potent Medicaments, held at Brussels, September 15-20, 
1902; and be it also 

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be forwarded to the 
chairman of the Committee of Revision of the Pharmacopeia of the 
United States of America, and to the International Secretary for the 
Unification of the Pharmacopeias. 

Harry Matusow read a paper on ‘‘ Hypophosphorus acid 
as a means of preserving syrup of ferrous iodide.’”’ He con- 
sidered the various methods which have been suggested tu 
preserve this syrup and said that, so far as he had been able 
to ascertain, Prof. J. F. Judge, of Cincinnati, was the first 
to suggest the use of hypophosphorus acid in the preparation 
of syrup of ferrous iodide, and that it seemed to be the only 
substance to hold undisputed ground as an effective preserva- 
tive of this syrup. 


J. 





AMERICAN CHEMIST HONORED. 
Memocsial 





Tablet to Hamilton Y. Castner Unveiled 
at Columbia University. 





A large gathering of chemists was assembled in Havemeyer 
Hall, Columbia University, on Wednesday afternoon, Decem- 
ber 17, to witness the unveiling of a tablet in memory of 
Hamilton Y. Castner, the inventor of the Castner processes 
for the electrolytic preparation of caustic alkalies. Mr. Cast- 
ner died three years ago. He was born in Baltic street, Brook- 
lyn, on September 11, 1859. He went to a private school until 
old enough to attend the Polytechnic Institute, and from 
there he went to Columbia College, taking a special course in 
chemistry. He entered the School of Mines in the autumn of 
1875, and left at the end of June, 1878, to take up the practice 
of industrial chemistry. 

After leaving college Mr. Castner established himself as 
an analytical chemist in New York, and secured a standing 
and position as a scientific expert. In the autumn of 1885 he 


invented the electrolytic process for the preparation of sodium 
and potassium, which immediately gave him entire controi 
of this industry, as well as of the manufacture of aluminum 
by means of cheaper sodium. Prior to this all the sodium 
of commerce was manufactured by the old process, in which 
sodium carbonate was reduced by finely divided carbon in 
the presence of lime in small iron retorts at a very low tem- 
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perature. The price of sodium was about $2 a pound. As all 
the aluminum was at that time manufactured by reducing 
aluminum chloride by means of metallic sodium, and as at 
least 3 pounds of sodium were required for each pound of 
aluminum, it was not possible to supply aluminum for much 
less than $10 a pound. Mr. Castner revolutionized the manu- 
facture of sodium and his cheap product enabled him to manu 
facture aluminum at a greatly reduced price, and thus to 
largely increase the market for this metal, though the intro- 
duction later of the process for the manufacture of aluminum 
by means of the electric current rendered Castner’s chemical 
process obsolete. ; 

Mr. Castner was managing director of the Aluminum Com- 
pany, Limited, formed to take over his patents and estab- 
lished at Oldbury, England, in 1887. Later the Castner-Kell- 
ner Alkali Company, Limited, were established at Weston 
Point, Runcorn, England, to work Mr. Castner’s sodium 
process, and the aluminum works have also been removed to 
that place. For some years prior to his death, on October 11, 
1899, Mr. Castner was not in good health and had spent his 
winters in Florida. 





Shorter Hours Agitation in Washington, D. C. 

The Registered Drug Clerks’ Association of the District of 
Columbia, who are affiliated with the National Retail Clerks’ 
Association and the American Federation of Labor, have pre- 
pared a bill to amend the pharmacy law of the District of 
Columbia. The association claims to represent over 85 per 
cent. of the registered drug clerks of Washington, D. C., and 
their proposed amendment, which has received the indorse- 
ment of the Central Labor Union, is entitled “A bill to amend 
an act to regulate the practice of pharmacy in the District of 
Columbia, approved June 5, 1878.” 

Two important provisions are contained in the bill, first, 
a ten-hour day for registered clerks, and, secondly, three even- 
ings off each week. The term “evening” is stated to mean 
from 6 p.m., and not 7.30 or 8 p.m., as is now in force in many 
pharmacies. In support of these two provisions they set forth 
that at present they are compelled to work from 14 to 17 hours 
daily, which renders them ‘“ unfit for the careful and correct 
service that is required in compounding and dispensing medi- 
cines and physicians’ prescriptions.” 

The bill further provides for the appointment of two addi- 
tional members of the Board of Pharmacy of the District, to 
be chosen crom the ranks of the Registered Drug Clerks’ Asso- 
ciation, who “ will assist in the work of that board, and whose 
services shall be without compensation.” 

The following is the text of the proposed amendment to 
the law as provided in the drug clerks’ bill: 

“ Provided, that from and after the passage of this act it 
shall be unlawful for the proprietor of any drug store or phar- 
macy to require any registered drug clerk employed in said 
store or pharmacy to work more than ten hours in any one 
day, so arranged that said registered drug clerk shall have 
not less than three evenings off duty in each week, the term 
‘evening’ to mean from 6 p.m. Any person or persons violat- 
ing the provisions of this section shall be deemed guilty of a 
misdemeanor and on conviction thereof shall be liable to a 
tine of not less than $25 nor more than $100 for each and every 
such offense. 

“Section 2. That immediately after the passage of this act, 
and annually thereafter, or as often as necessary, the Com- 
missioners of the District of Columbia shall appoint two reg- 
istered drug clerks to be additional members of the Board of 
Pharmacy for the District of Columbia; said additional com- 
missioners of pharmacy shall render their services without 
compensation and shall hold office for the term of one year, 
and until their successors are appointed and qualified. Said 
registered drug clerks shall have been residents of the District 
of Columbia for five years and of at least six years’ prac- 
tical experience in their profession. The fact of any registered 
drug clerk having become a proprietor shall not invalidate 
his serving as a commissioner of pharmacy until his term of 
office has expired. 

“Section 3. The registered drug clerks appointed as addi- 
tional commissioners of pharmacy shall be guided by the same 
rules and regulations as govern the Board of Pharmacy for 
the District of Columbia, and shall within 30 days after the 
notification of their appointment each take and subscribe to 
an oath to impartially and faithfully discharge their duties 
as prescribed by the act to regulate the practice of pharmacy 
in the District of Columbia.” 





The Rapelye Drug Company, of Hartford, Conn., have filed 
a certificate of incorporation with the Secretary of State. The 
capital stock is $30,000. Charles A. Rapelye, James H. Ben- 
nett and Lizzie T. Rapelye are the incorporators. 
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AMERICAN CHEMICAL SOCIETY. 
Announcement of the Forthcoming Annual Meeting. 


The twenty-seventh general meeting of the American 
Chemical Society and the meeting of Section C of the Ameri- 
ean Association for the Advancement of Science will take 
place in Washington, D. C., December 29, 1902, to January 3, 
1903. The following provisional programme of the meeting 
has been sent out to the members by the secretary, Dr. Albert 
©. Hale, of Brooklyn, N. Y. This programme is, however, 
subject to any subsequent modifications that may be found 
necessary or desirable: 


Monday, December 29, 1902. 


Morning. 9.00 a.m. Meeting of the Council of the A. A. 
the Assembly Hall of the Cosmos Club. 

10.00 a.m. First General Session of the A. A. 
Theater. ‘ 

11.30 a.m. Organization of Section C in the Lecture Room, second 
floor of the Columbian University Medical School. 

11.45 a.m. Opening Session of American Chemical Society in same 
room. 

Afternoon. 2.30 p.m. Address of Vice-President Hl. A. Weber be- 
fore Section C of the A. A. A. S., Columbian University Medical 
School. 

4p.m. Visit to Liquid-Air Plant. 


A. 8S. in 


A. S. in Lafayette 


Evening. S p.m. Address of the retiring president of the A. A. A. 
S., a Asaph Hall, U. S. N. Place of delivery not yet deter- 
mined. 


At the conclusion of the above address the Council of the American 
Chemical Society will meet in one of the rooms of the Columbian Med- 
ical School. 


Tuesday, December 30, 


Morning and afternoon. 9 a.m. and 2 p.m. Sessions of the Amer- 
ical Chemical Society in the lecture room on the second floor 
of the Columbian Medical School. These sessions will be for the 
presentation and discussion of papers, and for business. 

Evening. 7.30 p.m. Address of the retiring president, Prof. Ira 
Remsen, in the large lecture room on the first floor of the Colum- 
bian University Medical School. 

9 p.m. Subscription dinner open to all chemists of the A. C. 8S. 
Section C, at $3.00 per plate. 
teenth street, near II street. 


and 
Ilotel Barton, east side of Fif- 


Wednesday, December 31. 
Morning. Session in same place as before, in charge of Section C. 
12 m.to2 p.m. Christian Heurich, president of the Heurich Brew- 
ing Co., has in the name of that corporation invited the visiting 
chemists to inspect their brewing plant and to partake of a 
luncheon or repast. 
2.30 p.m. Session in charge of Section C. 

In the evening a complimentary smoker will be tendered by resident 
members of the Chemical Society of Washington to all visiting chemists. 
This will be held in the New Willard Hotel, corner of Pennsylvania 
avenue and Fourteenth street. 


No arrangements have as yet been made for the remaining 
days of the week, aside from the daily sessions. 

Special privileges have, however, been obtained for those 
wishing to visit the Bureau of Engraving and Printing, the 
assistant director of which, Thomas J. Sullivan, in the name 
of the authorities of that institution, has courteously extended 
an invitation to the visiting chemists to visit and inspect the 
Bureau and its operations on any day of the meeting except 
January 1. He requests that those wishing to avail them- 
selves of this invitation should come in parties of five or six, 
and appear at the Bureau as soon after 10 o’clock as they can 
conveniently. Special guides will be assigned to these parties 
and they will be conducted through the entire plant, and ex- 
planations of all the operations under way will be made by 
these guides. . 

The Arlington Hotel, at the corner of H street and Ver- 
mont avenue, has been selected as headquarters for the meet- 
ing. 

The following papers are announced for presentation: 


1. The Value of a Chemical Study of the Tuberculosis Bacilli, E. A. 

de Schweinitz and Marion Dorset. 2. Transpositions in Aromatic Io- 
dides, Mary B. Breed. 3. Reduction with Soluble Anodes, Wilder D. 
sancroft. 4. The Composition of Renovated or Process Butter, C. A. 
Crampton. 5. Some Double Salts of Organic Acids, Jas. Lewis Howe. 
6. Miley’s Color Photography, W. G. Brown. 7. The Relation of the 
Specific Gravity of Urine to the Solids Present, John H. Long. 8. The 
Basic Sulphetes of Beryllium, Charles Lathrop Parsons. 9. Does Chol- 
esterol Occur in Corn Oil? A. H. Gill. 10. The Composition of Fresh 
and Canned Pineapples, L. S. Munson and L. M. Tolman. 11. Iodine 
Absorption of Oils; Comparison of Methods, L. M. Tolman and L. 8S. 
Munson. 12. Action upon Metals of Solutions ef Hydrochloric Acid in 
Various Solvents, Harrison E. Patten. 13. New Syntheses in the Phen- 
miazine Group, Marston Taylor Bogert. 14. Chemical Composition of 
Some Tropical Fruits and Fruit Products, E. M. Chace, L. S. Munson 
and L. M. Tolman. 15. The Action of Metallic Magnesium on Aqueous 
Solutions, Louis Kahlenberg. 16. Report of the Committee on Atomic 
Weights, F. W. Clarke. 17. Report of the International Committee on 
Atomic Weights, F. W. Clarke. 18. Derivatives of Isoapiol and Isosa- 
frol, F. J. Pond, by title. 

In addition to these there will be special reports of work done in 
the research chemical laboratories of the Government, as follows: 

The Chemical Work of the Bureau of Soils, Department of Agricul- 
ture, Frank K. Cameron. The Chemical Work of the U. S. Geological 
Survey, F. W. Clarke. Some of the Work of the Vio-Chemic Division, 
Department of Agriculture, E. A. de Schweinitz. Nature of the Work of 


the Bureau of Chemistry, Department of Agriculture, H. W. Wiley. 








406 


KINGS COUNTY PHARMACEUTICAL SOCIETY. 

| | 

Relation with the N. A. R. D.—The Society Practically 
Withdraws from Membership—Governed by Expedi- 
ency—Will Not Raise Dues to Meet Increased Assess- 
ment—A Temporizing Policy in Favor—Text of 
the Resolution. 





The Kings County Pharmaceutical Society, the last of the 
Greater New York retail druggists’ organizations allied with 
the N. A. R. D., will practically cease to be affiliated with the 
national body after the expiration of its present dues—namely: 
January 1, 1903. The last thread that bound the society to the 
N. A. R. D. was severed at the regular monthly meeting held 
in the Brooklyn College of Pharmacy on December 9, though 
it was severed most reluctantly and final action was taken 
only after one of the most lively debates that ever took place 
at the society’s meetings. The result, however, will hardly 
come as a surprise to those who are familiar with the facts 
and circumstances that led up to it. At the last N. A. R. D. 
convention, when the question of raising the dues to $2 per 
capita was under discussion, the delegates from Kings then 
gave warning that their society could not possibly remain in 
the fold and pay the increased dues, which are equal to the 
annual dues per capita of the society itself. The resolution 
adopted was evidently prepared with great pains and was 
most carefully worded. It was drafted by Wm. C. Anderson, 
ex-president of the N. A. R. D., and introduced by J. G. 
Wischert. The preamble and resolution follow: 

“Whereas, The National Association of Retail Drug- 
gists increased its annual dues to $2 per capita at its last 
meeting; and 

“Whereas, The funds at the disposal of this society 
are not sufficient to meet this requirement and local con- 
ditions will not warrant a demand upon its members for 
an increase in annual dues; be it 

“ Resolved, That, while we recognize the efficiency of 
the N. A. R. D. to better the financial condition of the 
retail druggist, appreciate the success attained in some 
places and cherish the hope that its work may soon be 
felt in this section, the secretary is instructed te notify 
the secretary of the N. A. R. D. that the Kings County 
Pharmaceutical Society shall not be considered as con- 
tinuing its afliliation with the N. A. R. D. until the annual 
dues are received.” 

The struggle then began in earnest. William Muir at once 
offered an amendment that the secretary be instructed to 
notify the secretary of the N. A. R. D. in plain English of the 
withdrawal of the society. He took the ground that there 
could be no half way measure; it was either stay in or get 
out. It would be impossible to assess the members $2 each. 
The N. A. R. D. had practically legislated the society out by 
raising the dues and the only alternative was a flat and un- 
equivocal withdrawal, however reluctant the members might 
be to take such a step. 

Mr. Anderson immediately took up the issue and made a 
vigorous and able plea against secession. He spoke of the 
active part that Kings County had taken in organizing the 
National Association: he referred to what had been accom- 
plished and thought it unwise for Kings County to abandon the 
N. A. R. D. at this time. He personally knew that an earnest 
and sincere effort was now being made to put into effect the 
direct contract plan which the society had urged, and that 
the N. A. R. D. intended to come and organize New York. 
And when that takes place the society, he said, would prob- 
ably want to affiliate and help the cause along. There were 
reports of improper methods, of undue influence of wholesalers 
and the like, but he counseled patience and continued sup- 
port. The resolutions, he said, would not bind the society to 
pay dues after January 1, but would leave the door open if 
the society at any future time wished to reaffiliate. 

Mr. Muir contended that if the society was not liable for 
dues it failed to comply with the requirements of the N. A. 
R. D., and, furthermore, under the resolution as introduced 
Kings County would be liable for past dues if in the future 
she reaffiliated. 

Secretary Tuthill, President Kline, Adrian Paradis, P. W. 
Ray and others sided with Mr. Muir and spoke in like vein. 
Messrs. Anderson, Wischert and others took the opposite side 
and the debate was a prolonged one. Finally Mr. Anderson 
said he would be responsible for any past dues that the 
society might be called upon to pay and the resolution was 
adopted by a close vote. 

J. G. Wischert, chairman of the Committee on Trade Mat- 
ters. reported that the committee, in accordance with instruc- 
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tions given at the last meeting, had drafted a circular to be 
sent to physicians calling their attention to certain formulas 
from the National Formulary. The committee read the cir- 
cular for the approval of the society. Mr. Wischert stated 
that they had communicated with the American Pharmaceu- 
tical Association concerning the printed epitome of the Na- 
tional Formulary, stating the cost of same. The committee’s 
circular was approved and referred back with power. They 
were also authorized to purchase 500 epitomes to be furnished 
to physicians, and afterward samples will be distributed in 
the same way. . 

William Muir reported on the conference between the joint 
committee of retail druggists and the Rate Committee of the 
New York Fire Insurance Exchange. A detailed account of 
that conference was given in the AMERICAN DrRuaGIstT for 
December 8, page 380. Mr. Hegeman, who was appointed to 
inquire into the regulations governing the storage of com- 
bustibles within the city limits, reported progress. Mr. Muir 
said the new college of pharmacy would be ready for occu- 
pancy next month and he made an appeal to retailers to con- 
tribute more freely. Two new members, Alexander Braun- 
stein, of 296 Bushwick avenue, and A. Hansen, of 1517 Fifty- 
eighth street, were proposed, And one new member, J. J. Buck- 
ley, of 125 Lewis avenue, was elected. 

A feature of the meeting was the presentation by F. E. 
Niece of an interesting paper on the sale of damaged drugs, 
in which he deplored the practice of dealing in shop worn or 
fire damaged drugs and preparations. 





MANHATTAN PHARMACEUTICAL ASSOCIA- 
TION. 





State Pharmacy Board Criticised for Dropping Chem- 
istry Questions—Standard of Pharmacy Lowered— 
Fire Insurance Companies Recede from Former 
Position—Will Make a Lower Rate Than That 
Originally Announced—Benzin a Prohibited Article 
in Drug Stores. 


At the regular monthly meeting of the Manhattan Phar- 
maceutical Association last Monday evening the New York 
State Board of Pharmacy was taken severely to task for not 
having more rigid examinations in chemistry. The committee, 
consisting of A. C. Searles, Wm. C. Alpers and John M. Tobin, 
appointed to investigate the report that the State Board 
had lowered the standard of pharmacy in its examinations 
by discontinuing questions on chemistry as an essential test 
of pharmaceutical education, submitted the following report 
and resolutions, which were adopted by the association: 


We have examined records of the examinations of the State Board 
of Pharmacy held under the present law, and also the records, as far as 
available, of the examinations held by the old Boards previous to the 
year 1901, and find that in ,the examinations held by the former 
Soards there were usually about fifteen questions in chemistry of such 
variety and nature that it would require the applicant to be well posted 
in chemistry as applied to the practice of pharmacy to pass a satisfac- 
tory examination. 

The record of the present Board shows that chemistry has been 
almost entirely omitted; in some papers there are two or three ques- 
tions on what might be termed pharmaceutical chemistry, but they 
form such a small proportion of the examination that the applicant 
could miss any one of them and still rate high enough to successfully 
pass the examination 

In the opinion of your committee the State Board of Pharmacy 
have made a very serious mistake in dismissing chemistry from their 
examinations. They have failed to appreciate their obligations as 
officers of the State to safeguard the public against the illiterate prac- 
tice of pharmacy, which was the main object of the present State 
Pharmacy law, chemistry being a very essential part of a proper phar- 
maceutical education. 

We also find that the New York members of the Board were tn 
favor of retaining chemistry in the examinations. We recommend the 
adoption of the following resolutions : 

Resolved, That the Manhattan Pharmaceutical Association enter 
its protest at the annual meeting of the State Board of Pharmacy, to 
be held at Albany in January, 1903, against the action of the State 
Board of Pharmacy in dismissing chemistry from its examinations. 

Resolved, That we appeal to the said Board to replace the subject of 
chemistry in the examinations of the Board and that they give it the 
full and proper consideration which its importance to the public health 
and to pharmaceutical education requires. 

Resolved, That we take such action as is necessary to secure the co- 
operation of other pharmaceutical associations and of the pharmaceu- 
tical press in bringing this subject most forcibly to the attention of the 
Board at its annual meeting. 


FIRE INSURANCE COMPANIES MADE A CONCESSION TO DRUGGISTS. 


As chairman of the joint committee on fire insurance mai- 
ters and representing, with Oscar Goldmann, the Manhattan 
Association on that committee, Mr. Alpers reported what took 
place at the recent conference with the fire insurance people. 
He announced that the latter had granted the druggists’ re- 
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quest that the minimum insurance rate on retail drug stores 
be reduced from $1 to 75 cents. He read the following notifi- 
cation which he had .received from Manager Hess, of the 
New York Fire Insurance Exchange: 

“Referring to the recent meeting with and papers sub- 
mitted by the committee of the druggists’ association, I take 
pleasure in informing you that after due consideration the 
Committee on Minimum Rates and District Charges recom- 
mended to the exchange that the general minimum rate on 
retail drug stores be reduced from $1 to 75 cents. and favorable 
action upon such recommendation was taken by the ex- 
change at a meeting held on Wednesday, December 10. <Ac- 
cordingly our general minimum rate on apothecaries and re- 
tail drug stores is now 75 cents.” 

Mr. Hess concluded his letter by congratulating the com 
mittee upon the outcome of their efforts, which he could not 
help but feel, he said, was very largely due to the very thor- 
ough manner in which the committee presented the matter. 

It was said at the meeting that the reduction would prob- 
ably mean a saving of some $25,000 a year in the aggregate 
to retail druggists of this city. 

Among routine business Treasurer Hitchcock reported a 
balance in the treasury of $315.94. Attention was called to 
the fact that the Bureau of Combustibles had ruled that no 
benzin would be allowed to be kept in stock by any drug store. 

Joseph Weinstein, in discussing the matter, said that the 
regulations should be studied very carefully. They contain 
clauses barring ether above certain quantities, he said, and it 
would be well to see to it that insurance policies, if mention 
is made of ether, contain the words “in such quantities as 
allowed by law.” He urged this precaution so that the in- 
surance would not be invalid in case of fire. 

J. M. Tobin spoke about the State Board of Pharmacy. 
stating that it was too large and that five members would 
be better than 15, as at present. Mr. Hirseman, chairman of 
the Legislative Committee, said it was best, in his opinion. 
not to tamper with the State Pharmacy law for a while, at 
least. 

One new member was proposed—namely: Luzon J. Finch, 
of 169 Alexander avenue. 

After the meeting adjourned a musical entertainment was 
enjoyed, followed by refreshments and a smoker. 





GREATER NEW YORK. 


H. W. Mehl, of Mehl & Schott. the well-known drug firm 
of Leavenworth, Kan., was in the city last week. 


W. D. Bell, one of Lehn & Fink’s representatives, was in 
town a few days ago prior to starting out on his territory 
from Louisville, Ky. 

Hugh C. Peters, with Thurston & Braidich, is to be mar- 
ried on December 23 to Miss Helena Bellchambers, of this 
city. 

G. B. Ganni, who represents J. L. Hopkins & Co. in Leg- 
horn, Italy, sailed for Europe last week after a few weeks’ 
stay in this country. 

E. de la Balze, who represents the Humphrey Homeopathic 
Medicine Company in France, and his son, E. de la Balze, jr.. 
who represents them in Brazil, passed through New York re- 
cently en route to Europe. 

On the night of December 26 the Retail Druggists’ Bowling 
Association will have a jollification at Starr’s alley. The 
members have plans laid for a most enjoyable evening, the 
feature of the occasion being a Christmas tree. 

William G. Robinson is about to begin the publication of 
what he terms a “ pharmaceutical-political-economic-social ” 
monthly under the name of the Pharmaceutical Critic and 
Guide, which is to be exclusively critical in its character. 

The Peru Cincon Company are a recent New York incor- 
poration, with a capital of $50,000 and the following directors: 
G. D. Waring and H. S. Elliott, New York; A. S. Knapp, 
Larchmont. 


A. M. Boney, head of the Knickerbocker Drug Company, 
is to open a new store at 648 Broadway on January 1, with 
E. C. Montgomery, formerly with E. Mertz, of Washington, 
D. C., in charge. 


Among the out-of-town visitors in the local drug market 
during the past few days who registered at the Drug Club 
were G. B. Ganni, of Leghorn, Italy; W. G. Lahey, of Kala- 


mazoo, Mich.; J. G. Burrows, of Chicago; Edw. J. Varney and 
L. A. Shadburne, of San Francisco. 


The West End Pharmacy, in Bay Shore, L. I., recently pur- 


chased by Heftley Brothers, at Babylon, has been sold by 
them to G. W. Abrahams, of Manhattan. This store has had 
seven owners in the past five years, and this in spite of the 
fact that it is finely located and does a good business. 


S. Cohn, who was for several years manufacturing chemist 
for the Haas pharmacies in this city, is now connected with 
Swann’s Pharmacy, at 918 Sixth avenue, conducted by S. V. 
B. Swann, the secretary of the Manhattan Pharmaceutical! 
Association. 


Prof. Albert H. Brundage, one of the two Brooklyn mem- 
bers of the New York State Board of Pharmacy, has much to 
occupy his time these days. In addition to his professorship 
in the Brooklyn College of Pharmacy he is professor of* toxi- 
cology, physiology and hygiene in the newly instituted Rhode 
Island College of Pharmacy, and he makes weekly trips to 
Providence for lecture purposes. 


Frank L. E. Gauss, treasurer of the Searle & Hereth Com- 
pany, Chicago, and manager of their sales department, spent 
several days in this city recently looking after the rapidly 
growing interests of his firm. Mr. Gauss, who formerly had 
charge of the St. Louis otlice, has made his home in Chicago 
for the past year or so and has become a prominent figure in 
drug circles in that city. 


At the meeting of the New York Section of the Society of 
Chemical Industry held at the Chemists’ Club last Friday 
evening papers were read as follows: C. W. Volney—Manu- 
facture of Nitric Acid (Part II); R. E. Milligan—Purification 
of Public Water Supplies; A. Gotthelf—The Fliickiger-Gutzeit 
Test for Arsenic. A paper on Tannin, by Wm. H. Teas, was 
read by title. 


Because W. J. Kline, a druggist, of 198 Park avenue, Brook- 
lyn, retailed a small amount of carbolic acid in an empty beer 
bottle he was haled to court a few days ago by the Bottlers’ 
Protective Association on a charge of violating the bottle 
law and fined by the presiding magistrate. John Spenetti, 
another druggist, of 423 Park avenue, was arraigned on a simi- 
lar charge and demanded a hearing, which was granted, his 
‘ase being put over. 


The annual dinner of the Alumni Association of the New 
York College of Pharmacy was held at Healey’s restaurant, 
at Columbia avenue and Sixty-sixth street. Charles S. Erb, 
the president of the association, presided. He informed the 
diners that the alumni fund for paying off the floating debt of 
the college, which was started last year at the annual dinner, 
now amounts to $2,000. Professors Coblentz, Jelliffe, Diek- 
man and Ferguson spoke for the faculty. Other speakers were 
Thos. I. Main, A. C. Searles, F. P. Tuthill, William G. Owens 
and Charles I. Bruder. 





The United Drug Co. Acquire a Laboratory Building. 


Boston, December 17.—The United Drug Company have 
been purchasing machinery for their manufacturing labora- 
tory for some weeks past. They recently took title to the 
factory building of the Morse Thread Mills, which covers 
30,000 square feet. The company will manufacture a full line, 
even including candies, thought it will be some time before 
their apparatus will be complete. 


Appointed Chief of the National Drug Laboratory. 


At an examination conducted by the United States Civil 
Service Commission for candidates for the new position of 
Chief of the National Drug Laboratory, Lyman IF. Kebler, of 
the chemical laboratory of Smith, Kline & French Company, 
Philadelphia, passed at the head of the list. and he has been 
offered and has since accepted the position. He expects to 
begin work February 1, 1908. An extended editorial account 
of the purpose and scope of the new laboratory was given in 
the AMERICAN Druaaist for September 29. 





Mr. Meyer Has a Birthday. 


St. Louis, December 13.—The seventy-second birthday of 
Christian I’. G. Meyer fell upon the fiftieth anniversary of his 
entry into business on his own account, and the occasion was 
celebrated in an elaborate manner on December 10 by the 500 
employees of the Meyer Bros. Drug Company. A handsome 
elock and cathedral chimes and 8 luxurious reclining chair 
were. presented to Mr. Meyer by his employees, together with 
a feeling address expressing their regard and admiration for 
the head of the firm as an employer and as a friend. 


. 
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WESTERN NEW YORK. 
Business Dull in Buffalo—Work of the Western Branch for the 


Year—The Next Examination on January 2)—Neil McEach- 
ren May Be President of the Board of Aldermen. 





(From our Regular Correspondent.) 


Buffalo, December 17.—There is some complaint among the 
Buffalo retail druggists of a falling off in business of late. 
The reason for it is uot. very apparent, but the trade does not 
seens to be as good as it was during the fail. The stores ou 
promnient streets appear to suffer most, for the side streets 
manage to hold their drug trade almost as well as they do their 
grocery trade. It is where the holiday throng is maddest that 
the druggist seems to suffer, for the department stores have 
taken ali the specialty trade and left the drug stores with 
hardly their regular custom. Some cut-price disturbance is 
still reported, but maybe that is a holiday matter, too. 


ONE CASE OF THE BOARD PROSECUTIONS GOES OVER ON A 
TECHNICALITY. 


The Western branch of the State Board of Pharmacy has 
disposed of every case on its calendar for the year but one, 
und that will have to go over the year on a technicality. In 
proceeding against 2 delinguént, who appears to be pretty 
badly out of iine, the charges were put into a lump, but the 
nttorbey for the defense Claims that the proceedings must be 
made on one charge at a time, so the point will have to be 
argued, us the prosecuting attorney believes he is right. On 
the whole, the Western branch is quite well satisfied with the 
progress it has made during the year. It appears to have 
made as few enemies as could have been expected. Much 
care has been exercised to show the druggists that there was 
no wish to annoy any one needlessly, or to insist on frivolities 
or technicriities that did not bear very directly on the spirit 
of the law. It is not disputed that the condition of the trade is 
improved by the supervision exercised by the board, and the 
generai feeling is good. As to the examinations, it is not de- 
nied that the standard of requirement is higher than it used to 
be under the Erie County Board. Fewer licenses are granted 
than formerly. There has been some modification of the 
standard for druggists since the outset, as it was found that 
too matlyv were shut out and the supply of clerks began to give 
out. Of late, under a lower standard, there is no further 
searcity of assistants. The next examination takes place on 
January 21. There are already eight or ten applications on 
file. a a ial aa 
A DRUGGIST IN THE RACE FOR PRESIDENT OF THE BOARD OF 

ALDERMEN. 


Buffalo city politics are somewhat disturbed over the con- 
test that 1s on for the presidency of the Board of Aldermen 
for the coming year. It has been a very close set to between 
the Republican members, but at present it is conceded that 
Druggist Neil McEachren has the lead and is pretty sure of 
election. He is a good, active man, has had experience in the 
office of Alderman, and is everywhere accepted as thoroughly 
honest and free from any taint of the “ gang” disorder. Such 
men do not come to the top as often as they should. 


BUFFALO NEWS NOTES. 


Fred. Breckon hus opened a new drug store at Grand street 
and Military Koad, Buffalo, in the Black Rock district. 


Valentine Euler, who hus bee» night clerk in the Gregory 
Genesee Pharmacy in Buffalo, has bought the drug store of 
Dr. T. M. Johnson on East Ferry street, of that city. Dr. 
Johnson has long been prominent in the retail drug trade, hav- 
ing been located in two stores in the business part of Main 
street some time ago. Mr. Euler was 11 years at Tilma’s East 
Side pharmacy, where he received a percentage as well as a 
salary. 

The Buffalo druggists are getting any amount of enjoyment 
this winter at their bowling club rooms, where they spend an 
afternoon every week. There are a number of new members 
this winter, some of whom are already making fine scores, 
The gathering is a favorite looking in place for the traveling 
druggists in the city. Among the neat scores made at the 
meeting on the 12th was that of Thomas W. Tyson, who made 
tive strikes out of six in one of the games. It is agreed that 
A. J. Lockie can put up the biggest screech when the ball 
takes all the pegs. and he divides with George Reimann the 
honor of highest roller. It looks as though the boys were hav- 
ing such a good time with themselves that they are not anx- 
ious to make a mateh with an outside club. 


PHARMACEUTICAL RECORD. 
MASSACHUSETTS. 


Druggists in Local Politics—Local Associations Formed by N. A. 
R. D. Workers—Gas Leak Causes an Explosion—A Pharmacist- 
Mayor. 


(From our Regular Correspondent.) 

Boston, December 7.—Hub druggists were not as successful 
politically at the city election of last week as they were at the 
recent State election. Alderman William B. Heath was a can- 
didate for re-election on the Democratic ticket in the Eleventh 
District. He was defeated by 352 votes. Councilman George 
McKee, of the Sixth District, ran as a Republican and lost by 
375 votes. Mr. McKee has had two terms in the Common 
Council. He is in business at 68 Market street and is a promi- 
nent fraternity man. Karan J. Hart was one of the Demo- 
cratic nominees in the Ninth District, and as this is a Repub- 
lican stronghold he failed of election. 


A PHARMACIST-MAYOR. 


Mayor Charles L. Dean was re-elected Mayor of Malden 
for the fifth time. He was born in Ashford, Conn., in 1844. 
At 16 years of age he entered the employ of the Westford 
Glass Company; at 21 he became a member of the firm of 
E. A. Buck & Co, in his native town. For the past 31 years 
he has been senior member of the firm of Dean, Foster & Co., 
of this city. He has had a very active public career, first in 
Connecticut and later in Malden, where he served as Council- 
man, Alderman, Representative and Mayor. Mayor Dean re- 
cently fell on an icy sidewalk and was severely injured, an 
operation being necessary. He suffers much pain. He will 
be able to resume his official duties in about four weeks. 


N. A. R. D. ORGANIZERS DO GOOD WORK. 


The retail druggists of Mansfield, Foxboro, Sharon, Attle- 
boro, North Attleboro and North Easton on December 11 
formed the Norfolk and Bristol Retail Druggists’ Association, 
to be affiliated with the N. A. R. D. These officers were 
elected: President, Arthur P. Watson, North Attleboro; vice- 
president, Howard E. Newton, Foxboro; secretary, George 
Hodges, Mansfield; treasurer, G. Irving Simpson, Attleboro: 
trustees, Mr. Newton, E. W. Phelps, of Foxboro; Marshall S. 
Mead, of Attleboro; auditors, F. H. Gould, of North Attleboro; 
Mr. Newton and 8. P. Clark, of Attleboro. The druggists of 
New Bedford were also recently organized by N. A. R. D. 
agents, and Malden and vicinity, despite rumors to the con- 
trary, has fallen into line. The organizers have gone West 
for a vacation of about two weeks and on their return it is 
said that they will take up the work here in this city. 


GAS EXPLOSION WRECKS A DRUG STORE. 


The drug store of Dr. Thomas J. Walker was seriously 
damaged on the 10th inst. by an explosion of gas. A gas gen- 
erator was located in the building and early in the evening in 
question the odor of escaping gas was noticed. An investiga- 
tion failed to locate the leak, but later in the evening a clerk 
started downstairs with a lighted lantern and the explosion 
followed. The lower portion of the building was badly 
wrecked and the building itself was moved over a foot from 
its foundation. Edward P; Worth, Ph.G., M.D., a partner of 
Dr. Walker, was seated in a chair on the second floor and 
was thrown heavily to the floor. One of the clerks was also 
injured, as were four women living overhead. No flames re- 
sulted from the explosion. The loss will reach $3,000. 


BOSTON JOTTINGS. 


The Arlington police raided the store of Charles W. Gros- 
smith on Massachusetts avenue, recently and recured a large 
quantity of liquor. 


The American Soda Fountain Company are still busy sup- 
plying druggists with apparatus. D. J. Kiley, of South Boston, 
and George E. Garvin, Lancaster, N. H., are recent purchasers 
of carbonators. Joseph E. Harrity, of Clinton, and Lucius 
Twombley, Springfield, Vt., have been supplied with cold foun- 
tains, and P. J. Moran, of Clinton, is a recent purchaser of a 
hot fountain. 


The Mellin’s Food Company, in accordance with their usual 
custom, gave their tenth annual dinner to the travelers of the 
United States representing the firm, at Young’s Hotel, on the 
evening of December 11. Thomas Doliber, the president, sat 
at the head of the table and was toastmaster. Melvin O. 
Adams, counsel for the company, was one of the speakers. In 
addition to the dinner at Young’s Mr. and Mrs. Doliber held 
a reception at their fine home in Brookline December 10, 
where they met all participants in the week's festivities. 
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Growth of the Merger Idea in Philadelphia—Department Stores to 
Go Into the Drug Business—The Philadelphia Wholesale Drug 
Co. Applies for Recognition as a Jobber. 


(From our Regular Correspondent.) 


Philadelphia, December 16.—After the first of the new year 
it is said the Union Drug Company intend to branch out 
faster than they have been dong. This company have secured 
several drug stores and they are considering a number more. 
It is understood that the drug stores that are to be taken in 
must be of a high grade and on a paying basis. There are re- 
ports of several deals on foot and it is believed that during 
1903 there will be a number of big changes in the drug trade 
in this city. For some time past negotiations have been on 
foot between a leading wholesale house and a Western manu- 
facturing establishment for handling the goods of the latter 
concern. While the former house have for some years past 
been somewhat identified with the Western concern, it is 
said that there is to be a closer relationship. The business of 
the wholesale drug houses in this city during the past year 
has exceeded that of 1901, and if it had not been for the an- 
thracite coal strike it is thought the receipts would have béen 
the largest in the history of the drug business. 

The retail druggists are somewhat worried over the inno- 
vations the department stores are making in the drug trade. 
For several years past they have been selling perfumery, and 
now other goods that were for many years only to be found 
in a drug store are on sale by these houses. One house has 
made arrangements to open a well conducted drug department 
early next year. A druggist has been secured to manage the 
department and it is to be stocked with a full line of drugs. 
It is said the putting up of prescriptions is to be a specialty. 
A few years ago one of the department stores had all its 
plans prepared for conducting a drug store, but the retail 
druggists’ association made such a fight that the scheme was 
abandoned. 


DRUGGISTS INTERESTED IN MUNICIPAL AFFAIRS. 


Many of the leading members of the wholesale drug firms 
in this city are taking an interest in the administration of 
city affairs. On December 16 a meeting of prominent busi- 
ness men to decide the question of their organizing to partici- 
pate actively as independents in the campaign for the Febru- 
ary election was held in the Bourse. Among the signers of 
the call were many members of the Trades League, including 
Mahlon N. Kline, of Smith, Kline & French Company. It is 
stated by the signers that they desire a conference, with the 
view of deciding the extent to which the business element 
should become interested in a contest involving the Mayoralty, 
two magistracies, members of the Council, school directors 
and election boards. 


CHRISTMAS DISPLAYS BY DRUGGISTS, 


The display that is being made by the retail druggists this 
year far surpasses anything of + kind that has ever been 
done before by the druggists. All the windows are dressed 
to suit the occasion and most of the stores have laid in a 
large supply of novelties, such goods that are not usually 
kept by a druggist, but which makes the store attractive as 
well as helps to draw trade. 


THE BOWLERS KEEP BUSY. 


One of the events of the past week was the high score 
made by D. E. Bransome. Mr. Bransome is the shining light 
of the Philadelphia Drug Bowlers’ League and he takes a 
great interest in the scheduled games. He is a member of 
the “ Wanderers,” and while this club has not made much 
of a showing it is said that from now on there is to be an 
improvement, and when the season draws to an end it will 
be found that it will be near the top. At the recent game 
Mr. Bransome scored 201. This is a very high run for him, 
and it has kept him busy making explanations and setting up 
cigars for the boys. It is said that the record is very costly 
and it is doubtful if he will endeavor to make a new one. 


NOMINATIONS IN THE P. A. R. D. 


At the December meeting of the Philadelphia Association 
of Retail Druggists the following nominations were presented 
by the regular Nominating Committee: President, Otto Krauss; 
first vice-president, Charles Rehfuss; second vice-president, 
William E. Lee; third vice-president, Robert McNeill; financial 
secretary, H. James Batdorff: recording secretary, D. J. Reese; 
treasurer, G. W. Fehr; Executive Committee—Thomas H. Potts, 
W. H. Poley. H. C. Blair, Jacob Eppstein, Charles Leedom, 
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Jacob M. Baer, E. M. Platt, W. L. Cliffe, C. W. Shull, A. A. G. 
Starck, N. F. Weisner, Dr. A. Pilkinton, William B. Bell and 
A. J. Frankeberger. Otto Krauss declining the nomination, 
the following were placed in nomination: Charles Leedom, 
Jacob M. Baer, H. C. Blair, C. H. Campbell, Jacob Eppstein 
and Thos. H. Potts. 


PHILADELPHIA ITEMS. 


H. L. Randall has purchased the building at Tenth street 
and Girard avenue, which he has converted into an up-to-date 
drug store. 


H. B. Vorhees, a graduate of the Philadelphia College of 
opening a store at Ninth and Washington 
streets, Easton, Pa. 


E. S. Bransome, formerly with H. B. Leeds at Atlantic 
City, has secured a position with George B. Evans at 1106 
Chestnut street, this city. 


S. H. Bell, who recently won a $20,000 lawsuit from the 
Philadelphia & Reading Railway Company, and who was a 
clerk for Clarence Stubbs, is opening a store at 817 Penn 
street, Reading. 


W. A. Shannon has sold the drug store at Kighth and 
Spring Garden streets to W. S. Hoffman, who for some time 
past has been his manager. It is understood that Mr. Shannon 
intends to devote all his time to the manufacture of Shan- 
non’s Rheumatic Cure. 


Messrs. A. Stenson and G. Rice, who have for a number of 
years been with Geo. B. Evans at Eighth and Arch streets, 
have purchased the store formerly owned by Shoemaker & 
Busch at 919 Girard avenue and will convert it into a thor- 
oughly up-to-date pharmacy. 


The Philadelphia Wholesale Drug Company, Limited, have 
made formal application to the secretary of the N. A. R. D. 
to have their name placed on the list of wholesale distributors, 
in accordance with the resolution introduced and adopted at 
the annual meeting of the association held in Cleveland. It 
is said that this is the beginning of all the companies of this 
character taking similar action. 


A streak of virtue every once in a while strikes our city 
officials. The aforesaid streak is now working overtime. A 
fortnight ago it was the white slave business. Its attention 
was turned to “ speakeasies,” but now druggists are being 
arrested and fined for selling cigars and candy on Sunday! 
This spasm of virtue is, of course, only temporary, but it is: 
irritating nevertheless. 


Geo. M. Beringer, the well-known Camden, N. J., pharma- 
cist, read an interesting paper before the Camden Medical 
Society eon December 2. The subject was Toxicological In- 
vestigations. He explained the methods of conducting a 
chemical examination for the discovery of poisons in animal 
remains, with particular reference to his work in a recent 
criminal investigation. 


The newly elected Board of Managers of the Philadelphia 
Drug Company met for organization on the 9th inst. and 
elected the following officers to serve for the coming year: 
President, E. R. Gatchel; vice-president, William McIntyre; 
secretary, W. F. Steinmetz; treasurer, D. H. Ross. The affairs 
of the company were thoroughly gone over and much gratifi- 
cation was expressed at the results of the past year’s work. 


The series of illustrated lectures to be delivered at the 
Philadelphia College of Pharmacy this year is to be the most 
entertaining as well as instructive that has ever been given 
in a social way at the college. They are as follows: Decem- 
ber 10, Touring Alaska, by Charles M. Taylor, jr.; January 12, 
The Electro-Chemical Industries of Niagara Falls, by Prof. 
Jos. W. Richards, Ph.D.; February 11, With Ice, Axe and 
Camera in the Canadian Alps, by George Vaux, jr.; March 
11, Petroleum, Its Origin, Occurrence and Utilization, by Prof. 
Samuel P. Sadtler, Ph.D., LL.D. 


Dr. Jos. A. Heintzelman, who owns the pharmacy at 2500 
Ridge avenue, was waylaid, robbed and brutally beaten at 
Ninth and Vine streets on the night of the 9th inst. The doc- 
tor was on his way home, having been attending a patient, 
when he was grabbed by two men, then sandbagged and 
robbed of his money, a silver match box and a diamond pin. 
One of the highwaymen was captured and committed without 
bail. Rr. Heintzelman was able to appear against him, al- 
though he was compelled to return home at once, where he 
has since been in almost a state of coma and is now under 
the care of a physician. ; 
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A Druggist Successfully Defends a Damage Suit—The New Poison 
Register Out—A $2,400 Prize for a Druggist—At Work on a 
National Pure Food Law. 


(From our Regular Correspondent.) 
A DRUGGIST WINS IN DAMAGE SUIT. 


Cincinnati, December 17.—An interesting damage _ suit, 
growing out of the sale of poison, was decided in the Cincin- 
nati courts December 10. The suit was instituted in the Su- 
perior Court and was filed by Ella M. Galvin, a professional 
nurse, who claimed $10,000 damages from B. H. Overbeck, a 
well-known druggist. In March, 1900, the family of Dr. M. J. 
Ambrose, living on Dayton street, was poisoned. With him as 
part of the family at the time were his daughter, Mrs, Aiken, 
and her daughter, Mrs. Charles O. Wingold, with three chil- 
dren, Ella M. Galvin, a nurse, and Faltha Gilliam, a do- 
mestic. All the household except the domestic got a part of 
the poison, which was arsenic, cooked in oatmeal. None died, 
but in addition to others, the nurse, Miss Galvin, was made 
seriously ill. Miss Gilliam was convicted and is now serving 
her sentence. Miss Gaiviu sued Mr. Overbeck, the druggist, 
on the allegation that it was he who sold the arsenic to Faltha 
Gilliam, alleging further that he did so in violation of the 
State laws prescribing how alone poisons may be sold. 

The case was tried by jury, and under the instructions of 
Judge Ferris, a verdict was returned for the defendant. The 
poison, it was alleged, had been sold by a clerk. 

The new “Ohio Poison Register,’ prepared by Professor 
Ozgier, in collaboration with Professor Kauffman, of the State 
University, by request of the State Board of Pharmacy, has 
just been issued. Incorporated in the register is a copy of the 
Poison law, adopted by the last Legislature. The paragraphs 
of the statutes are foilowed by a complete and detailed ex- 
planation of all cheir provisions for the instructions of drug- 
gists generally who have not made a thorough study of the 
new law. The register proper ccnstitutes the latter part of the 
volume. In this the druggist must record every sale of poison, 
to whom sold and the name of the pharmacist making the 
sale, whether proprietor or clerk. Each druggist must pro- 
cure a copy of the register. All poisons sold must be labeled 
as such, and upon the label must also appear the names of two 
antidotes. 

A LUCKY DRUGGIST GETS $2 400 PRIZE. 

Arthur A. Krehbiel, Ph.G., son of Dr. A. J. Krehbiel, of 
South Wayne avenue, Dayton, Ohio, guessed the exact num- 
ber of votes cast in Ohio in a Cincinnati newspaper guessing 
contest, in which a prize was offered. Ten other people also 
guessed the exact vote, and the capital prize was in conse- 
quence divided among eleven. Mr. Krehbiel received $9,400 as 
his share. Tle passed the State board examination when only 
19 years old, and graduated from the Cincinnati College of 
Pharmacy in 1893. With his brother he has since conducted 
one of the jargest retail drug stores in Dayton. He is also a 
member of the Krelibiel Medical Company. 


TO DRAFT A NATIONAL PURE FOOD LAW. 


At the recent annual convention of the National Association 
of Dairy and Food Commissioners, a committee consisting of 
Joseph E. Blackburn, State Commissioner of Ohio; O. H. 
Jones, commissioner of Illinois, and Prof. John Hamilton, 
Secretary of Agriculture of TPennsyl¥ania, were appointed a 
committee to frame a uational dairy and food law, to be pre- 
sented at this session of Congress. The committee met last 
week in the office of Commissioner Blackburn at Columbus 
and took up the work. Ohio druggists are interested, because 
the State Dairy and Food Commissioner’s office, under the 
Ohio laws, exercises control over the sale of patent and pro- 
prietary medicines, where evidence of impurities is alleged 
There have been several crusades against druggists and well- 
known remedies, and a determined but unsuccessful attempt 
was made by certain infiuential druggists to defeat the Re- 
publican nominee for commissioner last November, and elect 
Philip H. Bruck, the Democratic candidate, who was formerly 
a druggist. The State office is very close to the profession of 
pharmacy. Because of the difference in the laws of the va- 
rious States there is considerable doubt as to whether any 
paragraph in reference to a closer supervision over the sale 
of patent medicines, etc., could be made the subject of national 
legislation. The committee has net publicly outlined its plans, 


however, and it is by no means certain even that it contem- 
plates recommending any iaw affecting druggists. 

The ninety-sixth regular meeting of the Cincinnati section 
of the American Chemical Society was held at the Ohio Me- 
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chanics’ Institute December 10. Following the presentation 
of annual reports the annual election of officers resulted as 
follows: President, H. E. Newman, vice-president, John 
Weber; secretary, H. E. Snell; treasurer, B. M. Pilhasy; Ex- 
ecutive Committee, Messers. Wetterstroem, Ellms and Bain- 
ger. Thomas Evans was selected to represent the local sec- 
tion at the annual meeting of the National Society. L. L. 
Watters, formerly of the Cincinnati University, but now 
chemist to the Department of Public Charities of New York 
City, was to have read a paper on “ The Need of More Careful 
Chemical Supervision of Municipal Supplies.””, He was unable 
to attend the Cincinnati meeting, and his paper was read by 
Secretary J. F. Snell. Dr. Watter’s paper was to the effect 
that more attention should be given by municipal authorities 
to the nature of supplies distributed to the poor of a city, as 
a most effectual preventive against contagious epidemics. 


PERSONAL MENTION. 


©. Waldvogel has purchased the Fabing drug store at 


Liberty and Walnut streets. 

Charles Wolff has secured the former Stammel store at 
Findlay and Elm streets, and has taken up the business with 
the brightest of prospects. 

Charles Freericks last month disposed of his O’Bryonville 
pharmacy to Rupert J. Stier, formerly of Mt. Adams. Mr. 
Freericks has removed, with his family, to California. 

Brernock Greve is conducting the well-known store for- 
merly conducted by the late T. L. A. Greve, and which came 
into possession of the widow after Mr. Greve’s death. 

Dr. W. H. Crane was appointed City Chemist and Bac- 
teriologist of Cincinnati last week, succeeding Dr. Otis L. 
Cameron, who hasbeen appointed Deputy Coroner. The ap- 
nointment takes effect Jannary 1. Dr. Crane is Professor of 
Chemistry at the Ohio Medical College and one of the pathol- 
ogists at the City Hosrital. 





Bruen, Ritchey & Co. Reinstated. 


N. A. R. D. Notes for December 6 record the reinstatement 
in the good graces of the association of Bruen, Ritchey & Co.. 
of New York. The following communication informing the 
members of all affiliated associations of the changed status of 
the firm has been sent out by Secretary Wooten on behalf of 
the Executive Committee: 

“The committee decided that, after more than three years 
of accepting from proprietors and jobbers ‘inadvertence’ as 
an excuse, it could not, in justice to the association, continue 
to pass over, for any such reason, broken obligations that 
caused as much injury as would have resulted had the acts 
committed been prompted by malice aforethought. The mem- 
bership was notified accordingly regarding Bruen, Ritchey & 
Co.’s actions. 

“The N. A. R. D. has reached a point where it must ‘make 
good’ or go out of business, and the Executive Committee is 
determined that no claim of ‘ inadvertence’ is sufficient to pro- 
tect any firm from vigorous protest against the employment of 
business methods that work,so great an injury to the retailers’ 
interests. ‘Inadvertence’ has been found a convenient excuse 
by all who have intentionally or unintentionally interfered 
with the success of the N. A. R. D. In no case has a proprie- 
tor or jobber been approached with evidence showing that he 
has disregarded the rights of the retailers that ‘inadvertence’ 
has not been urged as the excuse. It has been appropriately 
remarked that the term ‘inadvertence’ has worked early, late 
and overtime for several years. 

“It is costing thousands of dollars to supply the proprietors 
and their wholesale distributors with information relating to 
trade conditions in the various communities. To be told time 
after time that this information ‘ has been filed without being 
examined,’ and to be repeatedly informed that it ‘did not reach 
the proper parties,’ is, to say the least, very discouraging. If 
proprietors and jobbers intend to treat this information with 
indifference, not to say contempt, as some of them have in the 
past. it is time we discontinued our efforts to improve trade 
conditions, or else that the reasons why our work has been in- 
effective be made known to the drug world. 

“The committee having received satisfactory assurances 
from Bruen, Ritchey & Co. that hereafter they will give proper 
attention to the information received regarding price demoral- 
izers, and that they will not supply proprietaries to those 
whom the proprietors have designated as aggressive cutters, 
I have been instructed to inform you of the present favorable 
attitude of this firm, and to ask that in addition to giving 
them whatever business you see proper to place in their hands 
you do everything you can to show your cordial appreciation 
of their decision to co-operate more closely with the retail 
trade in maintaining satisfactory business conditions.” 
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ILLINOIS. 


A New Plan to Head. Off Irregular Competition—Liquor Sales 
Looked After—The Drug Club Election Brings Out a Large 
Attendance, 


(From our Regular Correspondent.) 


Chicago, December 15.—Drnuggists of the Hyde Park district 
(the Fourth Auxiliary) have got a plan in successful operation 
that is likely to arouse much interest and to help on the cause 
of organization. The plan is one by which needless and dis- 
astrous competition can be prevented. The district in ques- 
tion has one of the best organizations in the city, and also 
contains a number of well-known druggists who are enthu- 
siastic workers for the cause of the N. A. R. D. 

One of the members of the district organization has had a 
store on a good corner for 2 number of years and has built 
up an excellent trade. Not long ago some cheap frame build- 
ings were put up on the opposite corner and a real estate 
agent tried to get him to move into one of the new stores. 
The druggist held out against all arguments, saying that he 
was well satisfied where he was. He was threatened with 
an increase in rent and was finally told that another druggist 
would start up acress the way unless he capitulated. The 
druggist then laid the matter before his associates in the or- 
ganization, and letters were sent to all six of the big. whole- 
sale houses asking them to do what they could to prevent a 
new store from being started. Every one of the wholesalers 
replied that the desired action would be taken, and that if a 
new store was started the newcomer would find himself with- 
out credit. 

The Hyde Parkers “ point with pride” to this incident, 
which, they claim, and with justice, shows that it pays to 
stand by the letter of the tripartite plan, because it gives a 
strong ally in times of trouble. Buying clubs do not rank 
high in this district. ‘‘What is the use of gaining a few cents,” 
they argue, “if you get the jobber’s enmity and are liable to 
have your whole business knocked into a cocked hat.” 


DRUGGISTS OPPOSE LIQUOR SALES. 


Another innovation in this district is the treatment of liquor 
eases. Druggists are working hand in hand with the police, 
and now, when an offender is discovered the police, instead of 
beginning a prosecution, as they formerly did, report the mat- 
ter to the officers of the association. The offender is at once 
ordered to referm or be punished by his own organization. 
The police also inspect the liquor book regularly. This is 
done at the druggists’ request. Under the old system the book 
would lie around for several years and never be inspected. 
Hence, of course, the druggists often became careless. 


THE DRUG CLUB ELECTION. 


The election at the Drug Trade Club proved one of the 
most successful events of a successful year. There were 
speeches, inusic and lastly a banquet. The election resulted, as 
follows: 

President, Chas. E. Matthews; first vice-presidert, J. Walker 
Scofield; second vice-president. Frank S. Hereth; secretary, 
Harold Sorby: treasurer, John T°. Matthes. 

Directors, for three years: Harry Holland, John F. Matthes, 
C. P. Van Schaack, J. Walker Scofield, Harold Sorby and E. 
A. Vosburgh. For three years: H. A. Antram, Arthur Dawson, 
E. D. Kenfield, S. T. Mather. Chas. E. Matthews and B. T. 
Van Alen. For one year: Henry Beck, Edw. H. Buehler, P. B. 
FitzGerald, Samuel H. Gunder, F. S. Hereth and J. R. Owen. 

Committee on Memhership: C. P. Van Schaack, Henry Beck 
and F. S. Hereth. 

Board of Managers: S. T. Mather, H. A. Antram, P. B. 
FitzGerald, B. T. Van Alen and E. A. Vosburgh. 

Reports of the officers showed that the club is thriving. 
President Matthews made an especially happy speech on ac- 
cepttng his new honors, and other officers were also heard 
from. There were about 100 in attendance. The menu was a 
decided novelty in the manner of design and reproduction. 


A NEW POLICY ADOPTED AT THE NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY 
SCHOOL OF PHARMACY 


Northwestern University, which last fall moved its School 
of Pharmacy into new and commodious quarters in the busi- 
ness center of the city of Chicago and gave it unsurpassed 
facilities for carrying on its courses, has decided to keep this 
institution open throughout 11 months of each year, closing 
only in August. The faculty, already composed of nine pro- 


fessors and instructors and two assistants, will be increased 
so that the various distinct courses of study may be repeated 
at least once annually and new classes admitted in either Sep- 
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tember, January or April, each class taking up the several 
branches in a systematic order. The objects of this change 
are to make the fullest use of its costly outfit and to permit , 
students to begin and continue their courses without the delay 
now caused by the usual six months’ enforced vacation. By 
this method a student may obtain at no increased expense the 
degree graduate of pharmacy in 14 months of continuous 
study, divided into four periods of three and one-half months 
each. This change goes into effect April 13, 1903, when both 
senior and junior students will be admitted. 


CHICAGO NOTES. 
Roche Bros. have succeeded W. A. Nichol at Elgin, Ill. 


Joseph Liily, of the firm of Eli, Lilly & Co., was in town re- 
cently. 


R. S. Murray, who for many years was a successful drug- 
gist on Sixty-third street, is now manager for Pollard & Co., 
Hot Springs, Ark. 


Dr. Darby, of Wilmont, Wis., is in the city ordering a stock 
of goods of Morrison, Plummer & Co. for the new store he is 
opening at Spring Grove, Ill. 


R. H. Hanke, a well-known druggist, has disposed of his 
store at 68S West North avenue to B. A. €. Hoelzer, who up to 
a year ago was in business at 740 West North avenue. 


Dr. Titzel has disposed of his store at 100th street and 
Ewing avenue to E. B. Macy, who will conduct it in connec- 
tion with his other store at Ninety-ninth street and Ewing av- 
enue. Dr. Titzel will give his entire attention to the practice 
of medicine. 


Will M. Colwell, who gave up the Indiana route on which 
he represented Morrison, Plummer & Co., in order to engage 
in business on his own account with the Osborn-Colwel!l Com- 
pany, of New York, has returned to take the place of C. M. 
Wilkinson, who has been compelled to go South on account of 
poor health. Mr. Colwell will hereafter represent the firm in 
Illinois. A. G. Showers, Western salesman for the same 
house, is at the home office, having just finished a successful 
trip with a line of druggists’ sundries. 


MICHIGAN NEWS. 


The Lee Chemical Company, of Detroit, have filed articles 
of association at Lansing. They are incorporated for $10,000. 


Edward Lofgren, aged 19, a clerk in Van Vranken’s drug 
store, Cadillac, is dead. He was melancholy and took paris 
green. 

The Homestead Charcoal & Chemical Company, of Home- 
stead, have filed articles of association, with a capital stock 
of $20,000. 

A swell society event was the marriage in Sparta of John 
H. Seabrook, a prominent druggist, and Miss Hazel Cotton. 
The young people gave them a big reception. 

The plant of the Michigan Paint Works, at Flint, has been 
destroyed by fire, at a loss of $8,000 or $10,000 on stock alone. 
It was owned by Irving B. Bates, son of United States Marshal 
Bates of Detroit. 

The United States Grand Jury here has returned bills 
against Arthur J. Connor and George L. R. Warren, of De- 
troit, charged with fraudulently using the mails under the 
name of the Warren Chemical Company. 

State Food Commissioner Snow has warned manufacturers 
of a “lemon” extract, said to be composed of alcohol and a 
little lemon flavor, colored to resemble the genuine extract, 
that they must withdraw their product before January -1. 

The eyes of Prof. John O. Reed, of the University of Michi- 
gan, were filled with bits of fine glass when a tube filled with 
gas exploded in his hands recently. He will save his sight. 
The accident recalls the sad incident of several years ago 
when Professor Campbell lost his sight. 

Druggist Culver, of Buchanan, heard somebody in the 
house. Receiving no response to a question he fired a re- 
volver shot. It grazed the forehead of the 14-year-old domes- 
tic, who was deaf. Culver had just sold his stock and had 
considerable money in the house. 

The well-known drug store of Edward C. Kinsel, 26 Michi- 
gan avenue, Detroit, was robbed of upward of $100 in cash 
recently, the money being taken from the cash registers. A 
colored youth named Albert Grinnage was arrested later at 
Flint while he was attending a service in the African M. E. 
Church. Detectives Baker and Fenton, of Detroit, had a 
lively tussle to subdue Grinnage. On his person was found 
$58. He was formerly a porter at the drug store and the 
arrest was made on suspicion. 
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This is the way Mr. Harris gives warning of his coming, so 
that his customers may have their orders ready for him. 


Boston.—C. Euler visited this locality recently in the inter- 
est of A. Chiris, New York, essential oils. 


H. W. Thomas has been sending orders for fancy goods 
to his firm, F. R. Arnold & Co. 


L. M. Sessions, who travels for the Waterbury Laboratories, 
has been looking up business in this vicinity. 


Mr. Wallison has just booked many orders for the Oakland 
Chemical Company. 


Rudolph Wirth recently collected another batch of orders 
for E. Fougera & Co., of New York. 


E. R. Winans made a good impression on the trade. He 
was taking orders for the Flexible Rubber Goods Company, 
Winstead, Conn. 


S. W. Pascoe has been telling the trade about the goods of 
the Arinisette Soap Company. 


T. M. Stewart carried away a satisfactory amount of orders 
for thermometers for R. Hoehn & Co. on his recent trip. 


B. J. Ljaams talked essential oils to good advantage on his 
last trip. He books for Goldsmith & Co., of New York. 


Peter R. Lance did well for W. R. Warner & Co. on his visit 
recently ended. 


Fifteen drug stores at Portland, Me., were raided by the 
Sheriff on December 8 on evidence furnished by out-of-town 
sheriffs. Later in the week all of the druggists were in court, 
there being three warrants against each one. Most of the 
cases were continued, but two were placed on trial. The evi- 
dence of the imported sheriffs was given in a hesitating man- 
ner and their identifications were faulty, and so the judge dis- 
charged the defendants. Finding how easily the spotter evi- 
dence was being upset, several attorneys who had intended to 
ask for postponements of the cases against their clients an- 
nounced tieir readiness for trial, and their clients were also 
discharged. 


The store of L. D. Small, Bowdoinham, Me., was destroyed 
by fire December 14. Hardly anything was saved. 


W. B. Berry, the enthusiastic salesman of the American 
Soda Fountain Company, reports that he has sold to F. E. 
Nason, of Charleston, Me., a magnificent new soda water 
apparatus manufactured by his house. Mr. Berry is a success 
because he keeps everlastingly at it. 


Buffalo.—-W. F. Sohni, who travels for the New York Paper 
Box Company, is in Buffalo on his regular round, confining his 
visits to the retail druggists, as usual. He is thinking of lo- 
cating in the city, as he regularly spends 20 days here on a trip 
and comes four times a year. 


Edward A. Cofhp, who makes occasional trips this way in 
the interest of the Lundborg Perfumes, is a trifle behind his 
date this time, and his customers are somewhat concerned 
about him, as he is not in the best of health. 


PHARMACEUTICAL RECORD. 


C. M. Badgley, the regular representative of the manufac- 
turing house of Charles Pfizer & Co., took in the city along 
with the new snow and did his usual good amount of business, 


L. D. Worden, long one of the trusty salesmen of the New 
York house of Schieffelin & Co., was in Buffalo early in De- 
cember, calling on the regular drug trade. 


Wayte A. Raymond, now the accredited traveling salesman 
of Deitsch Bros., but still an adept in the business of dispos- 
ing of brushes to druggists, will hold his old territory, accord- 
ing to notice from the firm. 


T. T. Brown, well known as the visible portion hereabouts 
of the perfumery house of F. R. Arnold & Co., is due about the 
middle of the month and will be received with the usual cor- 
diality. 

F. L. Bodman, known as the crude drug man in this terri- 
tory for the Detroit house of Parke, Davis & Co., was in this 
city the second week of December, taking a liberal amount of 
orders. 


McKesson & Robbins, as usual, send us W. R. McMillan, 
who looked after the preholiday trade of the house, brushes 
and perfumery being right in line for this season. 


Philadelphia.—Mr. Street, of Hall & Ruckel, of New York, 
is very busy at work in behalf of his firm and is turning in 
a goodly supply of orders to the jobbers. 


The business of the Coca Cola Company in this city has 
grown to such a magnitude that they have purchased a 
property at Eighth and Wallace streets and will erect a mod- 
ern building that will be a model of everything that is suit- 
able for their business. Mr. Culpepper, who is connected 
with this concern, is well known to the trade here. 


A. B. Willson, who so ably represents Ungerer & Co. and 
Herf & Frerichs, has returned from a business trip to New 
York City and seems thoroughly satisfied with the results 
of his trip. 


Clarence E. Elston, who, in addition to being a hustler 
for the H. K. Wampole Company, is somewhat of a bowler, 
being a member of the Wholesale Drug Bowling League, as 
well as a member of the Unique Club of the Brunswick 
League, he recently made the good score of 288 and is com- 
ing out to bowl for the championship of Philadelphia. 


Honored in Verse. 


John Paul Jones, the genial and accomplished representa- 
tive of Sharp & Dohme, whose postal card announcements to 
the trade have made him renowned in the State of New York, 
recently received a postal card bearing the following lines 
from one of his customers, S. H. Hill, of Erie, Pa.: 


John Paul and His Postal Cards. 


(To the tune of * Old Grimes.”’) 


Paul sends me little postal cards 
From many a distant town, 
He asks for orders ail the time, 

It sometimes makes me frown. 


I'd like to send him one a day 
For twice two’ thousand years, 

I'm sure ’twould make him happy then 
And banish all his cares. 


Now one thing I will say right here, 
Nor go behind the bush— 

His little cards they wake me up 
And keep me in the push. 


There's one thing, though, that’s eatin’ me. 
I ponder many times, 

And guess from where he gets the cards 
To send so many lines. 


J. Pierpont Morgan could stand it, nit; 
Who else could here below ? 

He sends old Astor Bilt sky high, 
Knocks the bank of Mont. Carlo. 


But Christmas comes along just now, 
John Paul will hie him South, 

To eat his Dixie turkey stuffed 
Fit to tickle any mouth. 


His little cards we'll see no more 
Til) nineteen hundred and three. 
So Merry Christmas to you, John, 
And be as merry as you can be. 





“1 call my dog Tonic,” said the logician, “ because he is 
mostly whine with a slight iufusion of bark.’—Baltimore 
American. 
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Ghe Drug and Chemical Market 


The prices quoted in this report are those current in the wholesale market, and higher prices are paid for retail lots. 
The quality of goods frequently necessitates a wide range of prices. 





: Condition of Trade. 
New York, December 20, 1902. 


FAIR amount of business has been transacted in the 
several departments since our last report, and the 
period has been a comparatively busy one, though noth- 
ing in the way of especially new features has developed, 
the activity displayed being more in the way of closing 
up annual affairs than the completion of important trans- 
actions. A better feeling has been imparted to the quinine 
market by the higher prices obtained at the recent bark 
sales in Amsterdam and the limited shipments of bark 
for the first half of the month. Additional support to the 
market was also given by an advance of Io per cent. at 
the bark sale in London on the 16th inst., while another 
factor of strength is found in the report that there is no 
Java quinine offering at primary sources. Codliver oil 
lost some of its strength during the interval, but the mar- 
ket retains a firm undertone, despite freer offerings in 
some quarters. The tendency with regard to cascara 
bark is still upward in view of the recent close concen- 
tration of stocks by manufacturing concerns, and prices 
have again advanced. Ipecac shows a downward tend- 
ency, prices having reacted since our last. The quota- 
tions on strychnine have been advanced 10 cents per 
ounce by domestic manufacturers and the agents of for- 
eign manufacturers, and the iron and quinine salts con- 
taining this alkaloid are correspondingly higher. Prices 
on the whole are firmly sustained and the tone of the 
market is steady. The principal fluctuations are shown 
in the following table: 


HIGHER. LOWER. 
Caseara sagrada, Codliver oil, 
Strychnine, Ipecac root, 


Saffron, American, 
Benzoic acid, 
Asafcetida, 

Arnica flowers, 
Gentian root, 


, Cardamom seed, 
Carbolic acid, 
Potassium chlorate, 
Paraftin wax, 
Balsam copaiba, 


Guarana, Poppy seed, 
Senega root, ‘Blue vitriol. 
Gamboge, 

Jalap, 


Anise seed, 
Canary seed, 
* Musk mallow seed. 


DRUGS. 


Acetanilid has been in active demand during the past fort- 
night, but no quotable changes in prices have occurred, and 
such sales as are making for medicinal and manufacturing 
purposes are on the basis of 20c to 21c, as to quantity. 


Alcohol is in steady, fair request and the market is firm in 
tone at previous quotations, or, say, $2.47 to $2.49 for grain 
and 65c to 70c for wood. 


Amvergris is passing out in jobbing quantities and a fair 
volume of business has been transacted at previous prices, 
or, say, $15.00 to $20.00 for black and $27.50 to $30.00 for gray. 


Arnica flowers are finding a moderate consuming outlet 
and holders manifest more firmness at the range of 9c to 914c. 


Balsams.—The demand for prime Central American has 
fallen off slightly, and this, coupled with some competition 
among dealers, has a depressing effect on values, though 374c¢ 
to 40c is yet named. Canada fir is quiet and featureless, but 


the market has not lost strength and holders continue to quote 
$3.15 to $3.60. Peru has developed more inquiry, but buyers 
and sellers are somewhat apart in their views and important 
transactions are the exception; sales at $1.05 to $l.uv. Tolu 
is without important change either as regards price or demand; 
sales in a jobbing way at 32c to 34c. 


Barks.—Cascara sagrada continues to monopolize attention. 
The available supply is reported to be closely concentrated in 
the hands of a few large manufacturing consumers and there 
are further inquiries in the market for considerable quantities, 
though little new business has resulted owing to the differ- 
ence of opinion between buyers and sellers as to prices. Be- 
fore the stringency sales were reported of some 6V00 pounds 
at 6c, and 7¢ has since been named as an insiue tigure for 
seasoned bark. The market on the coast is said to be prac- 
tically bare of supplies and the tendency is distinctly upward; 
5\%4c is named in some quarters as inside for this year’s bark, 
but 6c to Tc is more generally quoted. Elm is in limited sup- 
ply and 25c to 30¢c is now named for jobbing quantities. Sas- 
safras is maintained in a strong position owing to scarcity, 
with numerous jobbing sales at the recent advance to 8c to 9c. 


Buchu leaves have developed no action of special im- 
portance since our last. Conditions abroad continue favor- 
able to holders, some recent arrivals from Cape Town in the 
London market being quoted at 13d, while tue market here 
is firm at previous quotations. 


Cantharides are less actively inquired for, but the market 
is firm in sympathy with foreign advices, and 60¢ to 64c is 
still quoted for Russian and 40c to 40%c for Chinese. 


Chamomile flowers are slow of sale at the moment and the 
market has an easy appearance, though there is no pressure 
to realize at anything below 17c to 22¢ for werman and 14¢ 
to 15¢ for Roman. 


Coca leaves are slow of sale, but prices are maintained with 
considerable firmness under the influence of recent strong ad- 
vices from primary sources; quoted 28c to 380c for Huanuco 
and 18e to 19¢e for Truxillo. 


Cocaine maintains its firm position and a somewhat active 
demand is being met at the previous range of $4.00 to $4.20, as 
to quantity. Rumors of an impending advance are plentiful, 
and it is intimated that higher prices are only prevented by 
the existence of large stocks of cheap priced goods in the 
hands of outside dealers. 


Codliver oil has been in increased demand and the market 
continues firm in tone, despite the offerings from certain quar- 
ters at a shade below current prices. The available supply 
in this market is rather light and we hear of numerous sales 
at full prices. While there are sellers to a limited extent at 
$50,00, the average quotation is considerably above this, up 
to $60.00 being named by some holders for desirable brands, 
though $52.00 is the popular selling price. The fact that oil 
is offering more freely from Norway is interpreted by some 
as a contradiction to the reported scarcity at primary sources. 
The statistical position of the article is not well understood 
and until more definite information is forthcoming no large 
transactions are likely to be completed. Some holders appear 
to be confident that prices will take an upward tendency be- 
fore long, though this conflicts with the views of prospéctive 
buyers, who look for lower prices. 


Colocynth apples are higher in sympathy with the position 
of the article at primary sources, and 24c¢ to 25c is now named 
for Spanish. 


Cuttlefish bone meets with small attention at the moment 
and any immediate improvement in the article is unlikely ip 
view of the prevailing competition among holders. The open 
quotation of the market is 1914c to 20c; jewelers’ large quoted 
at 70e to 75c and small at 50c. 


Elder flowers, new crop, are offering for sale, but prices 
are well maintained as the market is not oversupplied; 
quoted 10c to 11e. 

Ergot does not gain in strength and the market is dull, with 
quotations nominal at 32¢ to 35c for German and 33c to 36¢ 
for Spanish. 

Fusel oil is scarce and refined in drums has been advanced 
to the range cf Se to We. 


| 
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Glycerin is firmer in sympathy with the foreign markets for 
crude, but any upward tendency is checked by competition 


among domestic manufacturers. We quote the range at 14%c 
to 15¢ and 15%4c to 164%c for drums and cans, respectively, 
according to quantity. 


Guarana has developed increased firmness owing to scarcity 
and some holders now ask 75c. 


Juniper berries are slow of sale and prices are easier in 
consequence of this and the fact that the market is better 
— Purchases may be made at 3c to 344¢c, as to quan- 
ity. 

Lycopodium meets with moderate attention, the reported 
jobbing sales being at 53c to 54¢ for ordinary and 54c to 55c 
for Pollitz. 


Menthol is showing more animation and all cheap lots have 
now been withdrawn, so that nothing now offers below $6.40, 
and some business has been done at $6.50. 


Opium is showing a firmer tendency in sympathy with 
advices from Turkey, recent cables being to the effect that 
owing to the continued cold weather sellers were asking 2d to 
3d more than previous quotations. In this market the position 
of the article still favors buyers, who, however, display no 
interest in quantities and orders are placed rather sparingly 
in a jobbing way at the range of $2.7214 to $2.75. Powdered 
is weaker in instances and a firm bid on a quantity lot might 
be accepted at a shade below $3.35, which is the current quo- 
tation for quantities in excess of jobbing lots. 


Quinine has gained strength in the interval and holders 
are firmer in their views, though prices are unchanged, manvu- 
facturers continuing to quote on the old basis of 26¢ for bulk. 
Spot goods in second hands offer at 23c to 24c for German, 
as to brand, and at 22c for Java. The bark sales at Amster- 
dam on the 11th inst. resulted in an advance of 3 and 5 per 
cent., and 10 per cent. higher was realized at the sale in Lon- 
don on Tuesday of last week. 


Saffron, American, is firmer to the extent that most holders 
have advanced their quotation to 25c, the advance being at- 
tributed to reduced spot stock and a falling off in shipments 
from producing markets. Valencia continues in good demand 
and firm at $7.00 to $7.50. 


Strychnine has been advanced 10c¢ per ounce by the leading 
manufacturers and the quotations for sulphate are now 70c 
to 75c, as to quantity; bulk alkaloid quoted 75e per ounce; 
ounce vials, 80c, and one-eighth ounce vials, $1.00. 


Thymol is dull and the market is easier in tone, with 
sellers of spot goods at $2.15 to $2.20, though it is said even 
these values have been shaded in instances. 


CHEMICALS. 


Acetate of lime remains quiet, such sales as come to the 
surface being at the range of 90c to 95c for brown and 1.35¢ to 
1.40c for gray. 


Alum is well sustained at previous prices, the sales of lump 
and ground being at 1.75¢c to 1.80c for the former and 1.80¢ 
to 1.85c for the latter. 


Benzoic acid, natural, has been advanced by the English 
manufacturers and current quotations are 10¢ to 10%c per 
ounce; artificial is unchanged at 32¢ to 54¢ per pound. 


Blue vitriol has been further reduced in the face of the 
existing competition, and both foreign and domestic now offer 
at 4c to 4%e. 


Brimstone, crude seconds, is scarce and prices are largely 
nominal. Parcels to arrive are quoted at $24.00, while ship- 
ments are held at $23.00. 


Rromides continue weak and unsettled, but prices are no 
lower, the current quotations being as follows: Ammonium, 
35e to 36c; potassiuni, 25c to 26c, and sodium, 30c to 31e. 

Carbolic acid is seasonably quiet and manufacturers have 
lowered their selling limits to 14¢ to 16c and 19c to 22¢ for 
bottles. 

Chlorate of potash is easier and sales are making in a 
jobbing way at 7c to Sc for powdered and crystaled. 

Cream of tartar is in steady, fair request, with sales at 


2214%4e and upward from second hands, though makers quote 
23¢ 
-” . 


Oxalic acid is duil and the market is easy in tone, espe- 
cially for prompt delivery; quoted 514c to 5%4c. 


Quicksilver values are easier owing to recent arrivals, with 
sellers at 65c¢ to 66c. 
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Sal soda is dull, but prices are maintained with a fair show 
of steadiness at 60c to 70c, former f.o.b. and the latter de- 
livered 

Tartaric acid is seasonably dull, but prices are maintained 
at 281,¢ to 2814e for crystals and 28%4c to 29c for powdered. 


ESSENTIAL OILS. 


There have been no developments of a specially interesting 
character in this department during the period under review. 
The Messina essences are reported firmer and a fractional 
advance is to be noted in bitter orange. Natural wintergreen 
is tending upward and high grade oil is now quoted $1.75 to 
$1.90. Some holders of wormseed have advanced their quota 
tion to $1.50, but jobbing lots offer in instances at $1.25. 
Wormwood also is firm and it is difticult to buy at our quota- 
tions. Clove shows a hardening tendency and most holders 
quote at a fractional advance in sympathy with the stronger 
market for spice. H. G. H. peppermint has been further ad- 
vanced by the manufacturer to the limit of $5.50, though sec- 
ond hands continue to quote as before. 


GUMS. 


Aloes, Cape, are practically out of market and stock to 
arrive is firmly held at 14c; Curacao held at 3%c to 4c. 


Asafoetida continues firm in view of prevailing scarcit7 
and the firmer tenor of London advices. The quoted range 
has been advanced to 20c to 25c: for extra select 30c is asked. 


Camphor is seasonably quiet, but prices have not further 
declined, the range of 5414c to 55¢ being still maintained by 
the leading refiners. 


Chicle continues in good demand and the tone of the market 
is firm at 40c. 


Gamboge continues held and selling at the recent advance 
to 70c to 75¢e for pipe and 65¢ to 6%+4e for block. 


Myrrh is reported exceedingly scarce at primary sources 
and foreign holdérs now name the equivalent of 25c for goods 
laid down. 


Tragacanth is maintained steadily at the range of 45c to 
Gisoe for Aleppo and 50c to 75¢ tor Turkey, at which range 
a moderate trade is reported. 

ROOTS. 

Althea, cut, is firmly maintained at 20c to 25e for prime 
grades, but an inferior quality is obtainable at a concession 
from the inside figure. 


Dandelion, German, is cabled firmer abroad, but spot 
values are quotably unchanged, current transactions being at 
74c to 7%4c, as to quantity. 

Golden seal is maintained at 52¢ to 53c, though business is 
wholly in a jobbing way. 

Ipecac prices have reacted and recent sales of Rio have 
been at $1.65, though the market quotation is fractionally 
higher. : 

Jalap has developed increased strength and quotations hav« 
been further advanced to 13c¢ to 14c, as to quality and quan- 
tity. 

Lovage, new crop, is making its appearance on the market 
and holders name 75c to 80c; sales within this range. 


Orris, Florentine, shows a rising tendency, due to increased 
firmness at primary sources and an active consuming demand. 


Sarsaparilla, Mexican, is selling from jobbers’ hands at Te 
to 74c, but in large way stocks may be obtained from im- 
porters at a fraction under this figure. 


Senega has been in good demand for export and the mar- 
ket maintains a firm tone, with 75c now apparently the inside 
figure, though we hear of a large sale at 70c. 

SEEDS. 

Anise, Italian, is firmer and some holders are quoting 12c 
for prime in jobbing quantities. Spanish is obtainable at 9c 
to 10c and German at 4%4c to 54. 

Canary is firmer in sympathy with primary markets and 
spot quotations have been advanced to 4%c to 4%c for 
Smyrna and 4%4,¢ to 5e for Sicily. 

Cardamoms, decorticated, are easier to the extent that the 
quoted range of prices is 2%4c. lower. 

Musk mallow is in improved position and holders have 
marked up their quotations to the limits of 40c for whole and 
50c for ground. 

Poppy is steady, with jobbing sales at 6c. 
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An Enormous Increase in Our Exports of Manufactured 
Articles. 


The activity of the manufacturers of the United States, as 
indicated by the figures of imports of manufacturers’ ma- 
terials and exports of manufactured articles, is greater than 
ever before. Imports of manufacturers’ materials in the ten 
months ending with October, 1902, are, as shown by the fig- 
ures of the Treasury Bureau of Statistics, $365,000,000, 
against $201,000,000 in the corresponding months of 1896, 
$274,000,000 in the corresponding months of 1899 and $319,- 
000,000 in the corresponding months of 1901. The imports of 
manufacturers’ materials in ten months of 1902, therefore, are 
15 per cent. higher than those of 1901, the highest record 
heretofore, and more than 80 per cent. in excess of the figures 
for the corresponding months of 1896. On the other hand, ex- 
ports of manufactures are also larger than those of any pre- 
ceding ten months’ period, with the single exception of 1900, 
showing an increase of $15,000,000 over the total for the ten 
months of 1901 and being actually more than double the fig- 
ures for the corresponding months in 1895. 





Ruling on Soda Beverages Containing Alcohol. 


Commissioner Yerkes, of the Internal Revenue Bureau, has 
given a decision in which he rules that druggists and others 
who seil soda water, claret soda or similar beverages to which 
distilled spirits, wine or any compounds thereof are added in 
any quantity. however small, are required to pay the special 
tax for retail liquor dealers, under the internal revenue laws. 

Under the old rulings druggists and others were allowed 
to add to soda water and other soft drinks an almost inap- 
preciable quantity of distilled spirits or wines for flavoring 
purposes. The former ruling is revoked, to take effect on 
January 1, 1903. 





Disastrous Fire in Atlanta. 


By a disastrous fire which broke out in the business district 
of Atlanta, Ga., on the morning of December 9 the buildings 
occupied by the Jacobs Pharmacy Company and the Ham- 
mack Drug Company in that city were totally destroyed. 
The firms named have secured temporary quarters, where 
business is being transacted as usual, though under certain 
difficulties. The Hammack Company are in the market for 
a set of -econd-hand fixtures for their temporary establish- 
ment. js 





What means should be taken to advertise, build up and conduct a 
department of uranalysis in the drug store? Answers to this question 
in the form of essays are invited from Subscribers to the American 
Druggist. Whoever submits the most satisfactory answer before Feb- 
ruary 20, 1903, will receive a ptize of $10. 





HINTS TO BUYERS. 


A. C. Moore & Son, Detroit, Micli., make a Universal Spring 
Apron which is just the thing for the drug trade. Write them 
for circular, mentioning the AMERICAN DRUGGIST. 


W. F. Young, Springfield, Mass., will help you build up 
a good trade in veterinary remedies. Write him for sugges- 
tions along this line, mentioning the AMERICAN DRUGGIST. 


A. W. Straub & Co., 3737 Filbert street, Philadelphia, will 
furnish a practical, simple, durable drug mill on receipt of 
$3.20, and will give you ten days in which to try it and prove 
that it is as represented. 

The Manhattan Spirit Company invite correspondence con- 
cerning their Columbian Spirit, which is the equal of alcohol 
for all uses except for internal administration. This spirit 
is steadily growing in popularity in the drug trade. 

The Dentacura Company make an efficient and agreeable 
dentifrice, which they put up in a most attractive manner so 
as to insure its ready sale. Write them for sample, mention- 
ing the AMERICAN Druacist. Address the Dentacura Com- 
pany, Department A, Newark, N. J. 

Seabury & Johnson have a very large variety of perfect 
patterns of Suspensory Bandages which they offer to the 
trade at most reasonable prices since they manufacture on a 
large scale. Write them for their Suspensory price-list, men- 
tioning the AMERICAN DRUGGIST. 

The Tilden Company, New Lebanon, N. Y., and St. Louis, 
Mo., make a line of standard goods which are rapid sellers. 
The druggist stocking these goods need not fear that he will 
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accumulate dead stock. Write them for their revised list of 
pharmaceuticals, mentioning the AMERICAN DRUGGIST. 

A very clever advertising circular is being mailed to the 
druggists by the Denver Chemical Mfg. Company, of New 
York City. The exterior of this circular shows a fac-simile 
package of Antiphlogistine, and the whole is appropriately 
decorated with Christmas holly. 

The A. H. Andrews Company manufacture a very attract- 
ive line of artistic, indestructible, copper-plated steel soda 
stools, chairs and tables for the drug trade. Write them at 
300 Wabash avenue, Chicago, for quotations before purchas- 
ing supplies of this character. 

The advantages of a typewritten label are well set forth 
in the advertisement of the American Typewriter Company on 
another page of this issue. Write them for specimens of this 
typewritten label, mentioning the AMERICAN DruaaistT. Their 
address is 269 Broadway, New York. The machine costs 
only $10. 

The National Liquorice Company, Borough of Brooklyn, 
New York City, make a line of liquorice goods, including the 
well-known Y. & S. and M. & R. specialties, which is very 
popular among the patrons of the drug store and full stock of 
which should be kept in every pharmacy. They can be ob- 
tained through jobbers everywhere. 

The Cleaner Mfg. Company, St. Louis, Mo., invite corres- 
pondence from druggists who wish to secure the agency of a 
profitable and successful article which is a household neces- 
sity—namely, Polishine. This is furnished in either liquid, 
pomade or powder form. It does its work rapidly, effectively 
and with little effort. 

The American Can Company carry in stock a full assort- 
ment of the Miller, Taite, Gill and Norton styles of boxes, all 
of which have an established reputation among druggists. 
Their boxes are carried in stock by every leading jobber in 
the country. For descriptive list address the principal office 
in New York City. 

The Buckeye Stamping Company, 180 East Third avenue. 
Columbus,. Ohio, will be pleased to furnish samples and cata- 
logues of their seamless tin boxes for the drug trade. The 
members of this company have had a wide experience; they 
have excellent facilities and can make any kind of tin boxes 
desired, whether plain, lacquered or lithographed, at a reason- 
able price. They make a special feature of promptness in 
filling their orders. 

The Fellows Medical Mfg. Company have been sustained 
in all the courts in their contention for the sole and exclusive 
ownership of Fellows’ Compound Syrup of Hypophosphites. 
They propose to assert and maintain these rights consistently 
against all possible infringements. Druggists should there- 
fore be careful in either purchasing or selling any colorable 
imitation of this well-known preparation, even though bear- 
ing a name other than [ellows. 

The fact that sales this year of the U. S. Metal Polish and 
Barkeeper’s Friend are twice as large as those of last year 
is good evidence that people appreciate a good thing. These 
polishes are being very freely advertised, and druggists who 
put them in stock will have no difficulty in selling them at 
a good profit. Write the manufacturer, George William Hoff- 
mann, 295 East Washington street. Indianapolis, Ind., for free 
sample, mentioning the AMERICAN DRUGGIST. 

The Pacific Coast Borax Company put up their pure borax 
in 1 pound, 2 pound and 5 pound packages, and druggists, who 
secure the genuine 20-Mule Team brand of powdered borax 
may rest assured that they are getting a chemically pure 
article which will give complete satisfaction to their cus- 
tomers. A great deal of what purports to be borax is merely 
earbonate or bicarbonate of soda, and the druggist who fur- 
nishes only chemically pure borax will soon find his trade in- 
creasing in this article. 

Owing to the increase in the demand for Mandruka 
sponges, toilet articles, ete., George E. Evans, of 3 East Four- 
teenth street. has found it necessary to seek larger quarters, 
and on or about January 15 he will move to 3 and 5 West 
Eighteenth street, where he will have ample room for display- 
ing his attractive stock. Mr. Evans has recently secured the 
exclusive American agency for several choice lines of toilet 
articles and sundries which will prove most attractive to 
shrewd drug buyers. Call or write to Mr. Evans before com- 
pleting your stock orders for the new year. 

Since the Mallinckrodt Chemical Works engaged in the 
manufacture of morphine about three years ago their product 
has steadily grown in favor with the trade, and it has now 
become a leading and standard brand. Why should it not? 
The Mallinckrodt Works are among the largest of the kind 
in the world and have gained a reputation of supplying 
chemicals of the highest quality. The Mallinckrodt cocaine, 
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codeine, strychnine, atropine, are other standard alkaloids 
which are generally preferred by dispensing pharmacists on 
account of their exceptional purity and reliability. 


Some time ago the M. J. Breitenbach Company learned 
that the Government was about to issue a new 8-cent stamp, 
to be known as the Martha Washington stamp, it being in- 
tended that this stamp should be on sale about the first of the 
year. At this season of the year the company send out their 
yearly memorandum books to physicians, some 125,000 in nuim- 
ber. Mr. Breitenbach placed himself in communication with 
the post office authorities, inquiring whether he could procure 
125,000 of these new 8-cent stamps, amounting to $10,000. The 
Post Office Department agreed to deliver these stamps on the 
12th of this month. The stamps, which were the first issued, 
arrived in season, and every physician in the United States 
who receives a copy of their book will also have as a novelty 
attached to it one of the new S8-cent Martha Washington 
stamps. 





Handsome Calendars for 1903. 


The large calendar which has been distributed by the Pas- 
senger Department of the Southern Railway for several years 
is now being sent for the year 1903, and will be mailed to any 
address upon receipt of 8 cents for postage, or can be pro- 
cured by calling on or addressing Alex. S. Thweatt, Eastern 
Passenger Agent, 1185 Broadway, New York. 


Convenience in Soda Fountains. 


The advertisement of Robert M. Green & Sons, of 1413 
Vine street, Philadelphia, which appears elsewhere in this 
issue, shows one of the admirable features of this system of 
soda fountains. As will be there seen, the syrup tanks are 
so constructed that they can be taken out, cleansed, filled and 
replaced one at a time without disturbing the remainder of 
the fountain or interfering with its operation in any way, and 
without the use of tools or of a stepladder. The advantages 
of this method of construction are so apparent as to hardly 
need any further description, but all who wish further details 
or who desire to keep posted on soda fountain construction 
should write to Robert M. Green & Son, Philadelphia, and 
obtain a copy of their latest catalogues. 





The Best Mantles Made. 


The Cosmopolitan Light Company, Cosmo Building, Chi- 
cago, furnish incandescent mantles at from 5 cents to 25 cents 
each. Every one is as good as can be made for the money 
and they claim positively that their 25-cent mantle is the best 
made anywhere. Send them $1 and they will send ten man- 
tles selected from their 27 varieties and grades. If they do 
not come up to your expectations on examination they agree 
to return the dollar. If at any time you order a gross from 
them they will deduct this dollar from the bill. Write them 
for illustrated catalogue, mentioning the AMERICAN DRUGGIST. 


The Compliments of the Season. 


The Liquid Carbonic Acid Mfg. Company present the com- 
pliments of the season to their many patrons all over the 
United States through the handsome insert which appears in 
this issue of the AMERICAN Druaaist. This insert is very 
effectively arranged in a color scheme of black, red, green and 
gold, with a seasonable border effect in holly and snow and 
ice, giving a very “Christmasy ” character to their insert. 
Aside from the holiday suggestion of their advertisement, 
however, they ask a very pointed question as to the future 
prospects of the reader in so far as his profits on soda are con- 
cerned for the next year. It is pointed out that charged water 
in tenks purchased in the ordinary way costs the dispenser 
10 cents per gallon, where by using the liquid gas outfit and 
ecarbonator the cost may be reduced to 1 cent per gallon. 
This shows room for a very great difference in the profits 
which will more than compensate for the investment required 
for the purchase of the “ Perfection Electric’? Automatic 
Carbonator. By writing to the Liquid Carbonic Acid Mfg. 
Company at any of their branches, which will be found in 
almost all of the larger cities of the United States, the inter- 
ested dealer can obtain a very handsome book on carbonators, 
and will also be furnished any special information which he 
may desire to gain on the subject of carbonators and car- 
bonating beverages. At the beginning of the new year every 
one should make some good resolution, and they pertinently 
suggest that the reader resolve to buy a liquid fountain as 
being the surest way to bring about a prosperous new year. 
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The New “Frog in Your Throat” Company. 


The “ Frog in Your Throat” Company, who were recently 
organized with a full paid capital of $350,000, intend to adopt 
novel and effective advertising schemes for pushing this 
well-known preparation, which they have purchased from its 
former owners. We present below portraits of two gentlemen 
who are the active heads in the management of the company, 
and whose previous experience in successfully pushing pro- 
prietary articles is sure to bear good fruit in their new field. 
Louis J. Gerson, the general sales manager of the company, 
who has complete charge of the marketing of the product, for- 
merly represented in the same capacity such well-known firms 
as the Charles E. Hires Company, with Hires Root Beer; the 
Pope Mfg. Company, with Columbia bicycles, and the Colum- 
bia Phonograph Company, on talking machines. While edu- 
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eated as an engineer at the University of Pennsylvania, Mr. 
Gerson abandoned his profession some years ago for a mer- 
cantile career, and has been very successful as a traveling 
representative in several lines. Robert M. Chumasero, assist- 
ant secretary of the company, is manager of the New York 
office. He has had wide experience, both in commercial pur- 
suits and advertising lines. He did some very original work 
during his 12 years with the American Lithographing Com- 
pany, and while with them practically suggested all the lith- 
graphic advertising news in connection with “ Frog in Your 
Throat.” With Mr. Chumasero as advertising expert and Mr. 
Gerson as sales manager the “ Frog in Your Throat” Com- 
pany are having a most prosperous business. 





Advertising Advice Free. 


Readers of the AMERICAN DRUGGIST who will cut out and 
forward to the M. P. Gould Company, Bennett Building, New 
York City, the coupon which appears under their advertise- 
ment in this number, will be enabled to get a month’s work 


of an advertising expert free of cost. Read their advertise- 
ment and coupon carefully and avail yourselves of this oppor- 
tunity. 





Mailing Lists. 

There is one thing that is just as essential to the up-to-date 
druggist as cleanliness, and that is a mailing list. A list that 
includes all his customers and possible patrons every druggist 
should have in printed form to send out to the large adver- 
tisers who are constantly calling for them. A thousand names 
can be set up and a thousand copies printed by the local 
printer at a mere nominal cost, and when in this form erasures 
can be made or new names added in a moment. Get your 
name in your customers’ mind. Keep it there. Make them 
see it daily. Some day it will remind them that you have in 
stock just what they want. Every piece of advertising sent 
out by manufacturers bearing the druggist’s name should be 
taken advantage of. While they are paying to advertise one 
article they are’advertising your entire stock, and this being 
the case the chances are you will get ten times as much out 
of it as the manufacturer. Chas. H. Fletcher, manufacturer 
of Castoria, 77 Murray street, New York, advertises for lists 
for the New York Almanac, and the copy before us shows a 
handsome and interesting edition—the handsomest, without 
doubt, that he has ever sent out. 

















